OPEN-SOURCE PRESS INTELLIGENCE

Iranian Press Monitor

Daily Front-Page Intelligence

Day 224 - Tuesday, 13 October 2026 - 2

THE BOMB ON THE FRONT PAGE EDITION

Ten front pages of 21 Mehr 1405, nine Persian and one English, read against six newspaper channels and three
agency wires. Kayhan is read from its own channel rather than from a scan. Tehran Times and the Leader's
official sites were both unavailable at the time of compilation.
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Front pages published the morning of 13 October 2026, reflecting events through late 12 October local

Defensive open-source press-intelligence. Hostile rhetoric is quoted and translated for attribution and analysis

only; nothing herein endorses or amplifies it.

VATAMEMBOOZ 12
gl ST bl sl it
4 o et bl

kg oS

gl g merggha g ] s e
e P g ey el et ey -

e sledl Japl ep Sl
iy g 4 o

sk el gl ]
g et

Sl syl i et
S s o Gl obess e
 drid oy ol i 2
R e
A Byt 18] o o A A 5 e
o e
J-a,'nu:-.-u-mhﬁ
i L i gl
.{iw 2=k gt
i rie o
Al i i g
Py A ST
el

A b el S !
i iy 3 Bt TV

2 ok e o
G o sk e J3 a5
el S
e il el

A pradd

iy
it Bl et il
oy

PRSI S T ST
i

Pt e g ol B e g 5 NS bty sl 153

H J3ag Lo s il 5 st e ) i, 5,
u*’-ﬁfd) o prdle g i e
0 i S L )y By L G ks s el S U B e A»-a;.l‘w-h-.—'a’.—u.«—-n-—m sl
i it Sir 5, e s A
mu—.;-h.-,»;u‘..u.-&r»
ad e A

B e N
Lol e i 0

P A AR S
JL‘Ju“r :u}—m ,J-k.nlh-q) b
AR

:'v— g Skl oghdoy,
ol Cpotes b i i

sl&—‘,dn_w_du; e A
i gt K s i gt
R ]
Lok s Lol Chaga, i s bl
oy flng g sl
I b e e Sl g
PR g s

e ]

ity il By ik ] o i
A S Al 1) o e

u.ﬁ-—"r')*— apeina »J _,b),
sl gy i Py 8 b s
dﬂ.—-s'l-ﬂﬂ)-n ! IS

‘pr'.t‘*)'*uﬂhn'!.)’"aﬂr-
s ot S5 B S o
A

g e ) iy
R

M-,&L,u—- e

] M»M»a..a-r.w

A 5 A

P s
JY T el T
I

it

e o e s il

.J,a.,__‘,.,,..*,,..w,..u,,..
s iMoo i
by g e ol p gl
doats e gla b} e gla 2N

Pl et Sl sz i v
B e e A e

Loty ‘v—“!"}lwl“f

- hotetEh
et i o st U e
JJ.-’ Ak sl b 5t e iy

TP el e
L iy g i

-

T o T Al
PRSP RCh

Front page: Vatan-e Emrooz

- ,,,-,;.—..4_;1...-._,:-_ gt
i o] w«de!dﬂwﬂ'
»

.
S ,A. s w"--.r el

unw\.um Py 'eu-u-

b e
ity 2 L e b
B s e s e S
o, T o B 4 et
e P, i 1 ol s gl |

» g

P g, A
e g e A i ] 31
e T

o el 3 F i
u&-'m—.ﬂ;— m.,la-»a-
i Sl o,

ohmesere el
el oy i
ek sl

S R 1 ot g 5 i



Executive Summary

The lead judgment of this edition is that Iranian nuclear weaponization appeared as front-page
advocacy for the first time in this monitor's run. Vatan-e Emrooz, a hardline morning daily whose
covers track the security estate's preferred framing, gave roughly two thirds of its sheet to «cws ol
>;lu», let Iran build the bomb, set over a satellite image of cratered desert terrain. The standfirst
names the argument's warrant precisely: «,5 olgz oo Ollicsle wlhlgbl l «jg el Glbg» S8
cimisige @ 5 Kool hax Sz Sl owy 0lul lawgs slaiwn 2w eslu sl gre o)l Jlallow ojs>»,
a report on the statements of prominent world experts concerning the necessities of Iran building a
nuclear weapon after the war imposed by America and the Zionist regime. The device is as significant
as the content. The piece runs under the paper's «SwqiS» rubric, which presents foreign commentary,
and not one of the experts whose statements are said to compel the conclusion is named on the cover
or in the channel version at item 28359. That is advocacy constructed so as to be deniable as
reporting, and the anonymity of the authorities cited is what makes the construction visible.

The weaponization cover did not appear alone, and the pattern around it is the edition's real finding.
On the same morning, Kayhan, the Leader's flagship daily, led with ««la,l>a;5l;» dl,e 10LSui 5y sBI
xuiwl», Mr Pezeshkian! Beware of those who hold an angle, asking the president directly to remove
from decision-making the figures it says are pushing officials toward capitulation, and arguing that the
United States uses diplomacy to disguise a planned attack so that negotiation should be rejected in
favour of full military readiness. Charsou, in parallel, gave its whole upper page t0 «Suw a 0,510
Siz ami glo oacg ‘zdl,c!», negotiation Araghchi-style: the promise of peace, the result of war,
reporting that an impeachment request against the foreign minister has been set in motion with 35
parliamentary signatures. Three hardline titles, three distinct instruments, one target, one cycle. The
previous edition recorded the delegitimisation of the negotiator class as a leading indicator running
ahead of the negotiation; one cycle later it has produced a parliamentary mechanism, a removal
demand from the Leader's own paper, and a published strategic alternative.

What the negotiating track itself produced in the same cycle makes the timing legible. The government
daily's channel carries deputy foreign minister Kazem Gharibabadi at item 509664 saying Iran is ready
both for diplomacy and for defending the country, and that Iran's answer to the American comments
on a proposed seven-day ceasefire «cuwl Guym cuaws > olizen», remains under review, to be
conveyed through mediators once settled. In the same feed at item 509675, Mohsen Rezaei, secretary
of the Supreme National Security Council, calls the American response to Iran's conditions insufficient,
and a denial is carried of claims that the Strait of Hormuz has returned to normal. The externally
verifiable record adds that Rezaei said on 12 October that Washington had agreed to some of Iran's
seven conditions and that Iran is no longer in the process of responding. The standing Hormuz-as-
coercion thread this monitor has carried since the summer is therefore intact and stalled: the
chokepoint remains the instrument, the seven conditions remain the price, and the attack on the
negotiators is arriving precisely as the negotiation fails to deliver.

The Saudi theatre, which this monitor recorded one cycle ago as a multi-airport campaign measurable
in third-country advisories, has crossed into a different category. The externally verifiable facts are
now about Saudi Arabia's functioning rather than about Yemeni claims: King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh remained closed on 12 October with its suspension extended and no reopening date,
fourteen people were killed across the weekend strikes, Etihad has cancelled Abu Dhabi to Riyadh
flights to 19 October and Gulf Air all Riyadh flights to 17 October, and Delta has delayed the launch of



direct American flights to the kingdom. Against this the Iranian press supplies register: Vatan-e Emrooz
banners «oal, > ylelwu», Bin Salman in the shelter, sourced to the Wall Street Journal, and Jam-e
Jam carries a senior Ansarallah figure calling on Saudis to act against their crown prince. And against
that, on the same morning, Jomhouri Eslami leads with «pluw & 5 ges ou SoSazibe sy 0lul Ssll»,
Iran's readiness to mediate between Yemen and Saudi Arabia. The gap this monitor opened as KJ-8
one cycle ago is now readable off two front pages of a single morning.

Two domestic measurements on two reformist and economic covers are the quietest and most durable
items in the edition. Etemad prints « iz slog i Guzmiw ar byl 0lazls 3o Sl JiaS mwl», fewer than
one percent of eligible respondents answered the post-war trauma assessment, under the line that the
monitoring results have now been announced. Ta'adol's top banner names mental health as «ox;L
ol b= olu», the hidden loser of the drug crisis, with neurological and psychiatric medicines in
short supply, while its lead reports the bourse at a historic peak after an initial war collapse. A nominal
equity record in a high-inflation war economy is a flight-to-assets signal rather than a growth signal,
and the IMF projection carried on two channels the same morning puts Iranian output at minus 7.6
percent for 2026 against 3.6 percent for 2027. Hamshahri, meanwhile, closes part of the gap this
monitor flagged as KJ-14 by printing the capital's utility reductions as a civic scorecard under «l il g
solaisl Si> ade», Tehranis against the economic war: shortage reframed as contribution.

Lebanon returned to the retrievable record after ten consecutive cycles of absence, and it returned on
the wires rather than on a cover. Jam-e Jam at item 30876 and Etemad at item 538888 both carry
Israeli operations continuing in southern Lebanon with a claim that 48 villages have been completely
destroyed, and Jam-e Jam at item 30863 reports the European Union establishing a security mission
for Lebanon as UNIFIL's mandate nears its end. The external record confirms the institutional half
precisely and not the destruction claim: the EU Foreign Affairs Council established the EU Support
Mission in Lebanon on 12 October with a three-year mandate covering border and maritime security,
counter-drone work and training, explicitly not deploying in the south, against UNIFIL's cessation of
operations on 31 December 2026. The 48-village figure is uncorroborated and is carried here as a
claim.

Net assessment: this is the edition in which the hardline estate stopped arguing about the diplomacy
and started arguing about what comes after it. The three instruments ran in parallel on one morning
and the alternative was printed on the largest surface available. Against that stand four counterweights
that this monitor records with equal weight, because an edition read only through its loudest cover
would be read wrongly: a Chinese scholar telling Iran Daily's foreign readers that Beijing will proceed
cautiously, that Iran has fallen behind the Arab states in Chinese investment and that an open Strait of
Hormuz serves Iran's own interest; an establishment conservative daily offering Iranian mediation in
the Saudi war its hardline neighbours are celebrating; the state's English title choosing a dead child's
handwriting over a weapons claim as its principal image; and a reformist daily reporting that fewer than
one in a hundred Iranians would answer a survey about the war. The system is not speaking with one
voice. It is speaking with a very loud one and several quieter ones, and this edition is the first in the run
in which the loud one has named a nuclear weapon as the destination.

BOTTOM LINE A hardline daily with standing in Iran's security establishment gave its entire front page
to the case for Iranian nuclear weapons acquisition on the same morning that the Leader's own flagship

demanded the removal of the negotiating camp and a principlist title put a 35-signature impeachment
motion against the foreign minister across its cover, which indicates that the argument inside Tehran
has moved from whether to negotiate to what replaces negotiation.




Ten front-page scans for 21 Mehr 1405, nine Persian from the
NewspaperTasnim kiosk album at t.me/NewspaperTasnim/45158 and one English from Newspapers_Iran
at t.me/newspapers_iran/3582; the batch's own printed Jalali date matched the target date on the first
attempt, so nothing in this edition is carried over from a previous day. Kayhan appears as a text source
from its own channel, not as a scan. Six newspaper channels and three agency wires were read in full;
agency material is used for corroboration and threat context only and is never treated as front-page
evidence. Tehran Times and the Leader's official sites were unavailable at the time of compilation. Three
accuracy corrections were made during compilation and are recorded rather than silently fixed: the
Charsou impeachment figure is 35 signatures and not 75; the Vatan-e Emrooz right-rail item concerns RAF
Fairford in England and not Fordow in Iran, the two being near-homographs in Persian script; and the Iran
Daily lead photograph does not report a new attack, the Minab school strike having occurred on 28
February 2026, with the letter and the accountability pledge being what is new. Three different oil prices
were printed across three hardline surfaces in one morning (107, 131 and 154 dollars) without stated
benchmarks, and the discrepancy is recorded rather than resolved. All Iranian military and battle-damage
claims are labelled as claims.

Macro Trend Analysis

@ Nuclear weaponization appeared as front-page advocacy, laundered through unnamed
foreign authorities

Vatan-e Emrooz gave roughly two thirds of its cover to «> lu <oy 0lul», let Iran build the bomb,
standfirsted as a report on «ylg> tdas Ol daicslo wl,lglbl» concerning the necessities of Iranian
weapons construction after the imposed war. The channel version at item 28359 carries it under the
«SwgsS» rubric with the full text at vatanemrooz.ir/fa/news/421203. Not one of the experts is named
on either surface. The mechanism is the finding: the rubric and the attribution let a hardline daily put
weaponization on a national front page while retaining the claim that it is only reporting what others
say.

@ Three hardline titles ran three distinct instruments against the negotiating camp in one
cycle

Kayhan's unsigned lead at item 86656 demands that the president remove «l ,l>a;5l;» from decision-
making and rejects negotiation in favour of full military readiness. Charsou's cover reports an
impeachment request against Abbas Araghchi in motion with 35 signatures, anchoring the indictment
to «Masil augin ud ) e sbylown», the explicit warnings of the martyred Leader. Vatan-e Emrooz
supplies the alternative to the diplomacy the other two are dismantling. The previous edition filed the
delegitimisation of the negotiator class as a leading indicator; it has now produced a political, a
parliamentary and a strategic instrument on one morning, which indicates centrally guided message
discipline rather than organic editorial convergence.

© The standing Hormuz-as-coercion thread is intact and stalled, and both halves were printed
on the same morning

The government daily's channel carries Gharibabadi at item 509664 saying Iran's answer on a
proposed seven-day ceasefire «cuwl G u cuwd o Olizon», remains under review, and Rezaei at item
509675 calling the American response insufficient, alongside a denial that the Strait of Hormuz has
returned to normal. The external record adds Rezaei's 12 October statement that Washington has
agreed to some of the seven conditions and that Iran is no longer responding. The IRGC commander-
in-chief Ahmad Vahidi's Navy Day message, carried on Defa Press at item 69712 and corroborated



externally, states that no trans-regional power has the right to threaten, dominate or interfere in the
strait.

@ The Saudi file became measurable in Saudi Arabia's own functioning rather than in Iranian
claims

Externally verified: King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh remained closed on 12 October with its
suspension extended and no reopening date, fourteen people were killed across the weekend strikes,
Etihad cancelled Abu Dhabi to Riyadh flights to 19 October, Gulf Air cancelled all Riyadh flights to 17
October, and Delta delayed its direct American service. The Iranian surfaces supply register on top of
this: Vatan-e Emrooz banners «oaly > ololwu» sourced to the Wall Street Journal, Jam-e Jam at
item 30866 carries an Ansarallah figure calling on Saudis to move against their crown prince, and Nour
News at item 401516 reports a British decision to send air defence and a Voyager tanker to the
kingdom, which could not be confirmed externally.

Q Iran's mediation offer and its press register ran in opposite directions on one morning
Jomhouri Eslami leads with «pluw € ¢ gar oo S o%azibo sl 0lul BSHLI», Iran's readiness to mediate
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia, on the same morning that a hardline neighbour celebrates the Saudi
crown prince taking shelter and the wires carry a call for Saudis to rise against him. That the offer
surfaces on a veteran establishment daily rather than on the government's own cover is itself the
signal: this is the title that can float a de-escalation Tehran is not ready to own.

@ !ranian defence output claims moved to a mass-circulation civic cover, with the costs
printed beside them

Hamshahri gave its page to «¥/0 ouizlw zdw ulu», we built 2.5 times the weapons, over Trump's face
in a US flag, with «a¥- - xiiwd 9Lyl e8> wladgi ouxij o exSuu» and «q- laSres e lds wladgi jo 2o
aloaui». The 2.5 figure traces to the defence ministry spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik on 6 October 2026
and is an Iranian government claim; the other two are the paper's own and appear nowhere in the
external record of that briefing. The same cover carries «s>baisl iz ade il g», with 500 million
litres cut from daily water use, petrol consumption halved, electricity down 10 percent in the capital
and 78 percent of household gas subscribers in the low-consumption band.

@ A state English-language title is running a civilian-casualty accountability campaign built
on a child's handwriting

Iran Daily gives half its page to a surviving Minab pupil's handwritten letter beside a photograph of a
schoolgirl, under 'Araghchi vows international push over deadly Minab school strike' and 'Do not let
my friends be forgotten'. The strike itself occurred on 28 February 2026 at the Shajareh Tayyebeh
school in Hormozgan, with roughly 156 to 170 dead, most of them girls between seven and twelve;
attribution is contested, Iran blames the United States and Israel, both deny responsibility, and the
Pentagon's findings are unreleased. What is new is the letter and the pledge. This is the most effective
information posture available to Tehran abroad and it is being run in English only.

@© The most cautious reading of Iranian strategy in the edition is printed in English by a
Chinese academic

Iran Daily's exclusive interview with Professor Hongda Fan, director of the China-Middle East Center at
Shanghai University, has him saying that China's role would be supportive rather than dominant, that
Beijing will proceed cautiously because bilateral ties depend considerably on Iran's own development
path, that Iran's cooperation with China has lagged behind Saudi Arabia's and Egypt's in trade and
investment since 2016, and that China's position holds that Iran should not seek nuclear weapons



while the Strait of Hormuz stays open, which the interview states serves Iran's own interest. None of
this appears in the Persian press of the same morning.

© Two reformist and economic covers measured the domestic cost in numbers the state
supplied

Etemad prints «&iz slog i iuziw a; layl i 0lazly 2o, Sl LiaS &wly», fewer than one percent of
eligible respondents answered the war-trauma assessment, under the announcement of the post-war
psychological monitoring results. Ta'adol's top banner names mental health as «g,l> o= Olgi oai;L»
with psychiatric and neurological medicines short, while its lead reports « sz, b add 5 w92, the
bourse at a historic peak after an initial war fall. The IMF projection on two channels puts 2026 output
at minus 7.6 percent against 3.6 percent for 2027.

(@ Lebanon returned after ten absent cycles, on the wires and not on a cover

Jam-e Jam at item 30876 and Etemad at item 538888 carry Israeli operations continuing in southern
Lebanon with an uncorroborated claim that 48 villages have been completely destroyed, and Jam-e
Jam at item 30863 reports an EU security mission for Lebanon as UNIFIL's mandate ends. The external
record confirms the institutional half: the EU Foreign Affairs Council established the EU Support
Mission in Lebanon on 12 October with a three-year mandate for border and maritime security,
counter-drone work and training, explicitly not deploying in the south, against UNIFIL's cessation of
operations on 31 December 2026.

@ A second principlist front page spent its lead on internal factional friction

Javan, the Guard-affiliated daily, led with «y LS ju @ oWz Mol ala>», the reformists' attack on
Pezeshkian, over a photograph of the president at a medical awards ceremony, with no external file on
the cover. Sobh-e No carried «glailo )9 a) alo> Taijwo pra |) wasg b, oS5 szl laas > skl

$ slbaz», a public quarrel over whether attacking commanders breaches unity. Sazandegi meanwhile
framed the president as «byl= < ,lg», heir to the crises, quoting him as saying «peiww paios Ho», | am
not to blame. Two estates fought over the same president on one morning.

@ The British file re-entered the Iranian press through RAF Fairford

Vatan-e Emrooz's right rail, signed Amir Abbas Nouri, runs « w5l s, L», the English game, over «LT
rguivre S 0yl asle K 0] iz slbaisjn o Lg,l». The text notes that the British prime minister
claimed the Fairford incident was ordered by Iran, that no evidence has been produced and that all the
accused have been released, and quotes NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte welcoming an allied
statement on Iranian involvement. The external record confirms the core: Andy Burnham said on 12
October that the suspected plot at the American-used base was almost certainly directed by the IRGC,
seven men were arrested and all have been released on bail with no charges brought.

Key Judgments

KJ-1 m KJ-1. Iranian nuclear weaponization appeared as front-page advocacy for the first
time in this monitor's run, on a hardline daily, laundered through foreign authorities the paper
declines to name. The evidence is one cover and its channel twin. Vatan-e Emrooz, issue 4733, gave
roughly two thirds of its sheet to «»;Lus was 0lul» Over a satellite image of cratered terrain,
standfirsted «sbe g o 0,5 Jallgw 0js> 53 Ol Tokre Oldaicslo wllgbl I €9 0l plog» GiuylS
imtsigrgo o) 9 Kool (haxi Szl gy Ol lawss slaiwd tdw easbw». The channel carries it at
item 28359 under the «SwqiS» rubric with the full text at vatanemrooz.ir/fa/news/421203. Neither




surface names a single one of the experts said to compel the conclusion. The significance is the
construction rather than the opinion: the rubric and the anonymous attribution let a title with standing
in the security estate advocate acquisition while retaining the defence that it is reporting foreign
commentary, and that is a deliberately built deniability, not an editorial accident. The calibration runs
both ways and this monitor states it: treating one cover as a policy signal would overstate what a
single title proves, while treating it as ordinary hardline noise would miss that no cover in this run has
previously named the weapon as the destination. The tracking cue is specific: whether a second title
carries the same framing within the next three cycles.

KJ-2 m KJ-2. The campaign against Iran's negotiating camp produced a political, a
parliamentary and a strategic instrument on one morning, which indicates centrally guided message
discipline rather than organic convergence. The evidence is three covers. Kayhan's unsigned lead at
item 86656, labelled «lgS =i s a3 g, 5» and carrying no author name and no «jg, cailool»
rubric, is addressed to the president by name under «xuil €l lra5l» sl o 'oLSuijy sBI» and asks
him to remove from decision-making the figures it says are pushing officials toward capitulation,
rejecting negotiation in favour of full military readiness. Charsou gives its upper page to «a; o Slyo
Si> axuii gho oacg {8l e Suw!» and reports an impeachment request against the foreign minister
in motion with « wluwl sl g pul=o cailes Y0 slasl». Vatan-e Emrooz supplies the alternative. The
previous edition filed the delegitimisation of the negotiator class as a leading indicator running ahead
of the negotiation; one cycle later the indicator has produced instruments. The significance is that
three titles with different owners and different readerships selected three non-overlapping
mechanisms against one target in one print cycle, which is a harder pattern to produce by
coincidence than three identical headlines would be.

kJ-3 Q@D KJ-3. The impeachment of the foreign minister is a live parliamentary instrument, and
the figure Charsou prints for it is not corroborated. The evidence runs in both directions and both are
reported. The cover states «.=zx8l,¢ jwlie zlawiwl cuwlss s (odwl sl)gi pul=o cailei Y0 sbasl L
Sl Yl & pd=o o a5 90l s j9». The external record confirms that a motion was registered on
6 October 2026 by the Tehran deputy Amir-Hossein Sabeti over Araghchi's 22 September meeting
with the American envoy Steve Witkoff at the UN General Assembly, that the stated ground is that
the meeting took place without the permission of Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei and without
coordination with the Supreme National Security Council, that Mohsen Rezaei has said the talks had
prior approval, and that registration is not submission to the presiding board. The 35-signature figure
appears on this cover and nowhere in the retrievable record. The significance is that the procedural
facts and the printed figure point in the same direction while resting on different evidence, and this
monitor separates them: the motion is confirmed, the count is a claim. The tracking cue is whether
the motion reaches the presiding board, which is the step that converts it from a pressure instrument
into a vote.

kJ-4 @D KJ-4. The Hormuz-as-coercion thread carried across this monitor's editions since the
summer is intact and has stalled, with both halves printed in one cycle. The evidence is three items
on one channel plus the external record. The government daily's feed carries deputy foreign minister
Kazem Gharibabadi at item 509664 saying Iran is ready for diplomacy and for defence alike and that
Iran's answer on a proposed seven-day ceasefire «cuwl cuw o cuws o glized», to be conveyed
through mediators; Mohsen Rezaei at item 509675 calling the American response to Iran's
conditions insufficient; and in the same item a denial that the strait has returned to normal.



Externally, Rezaei said on 12 October that Washington had agreed to some of Iran's seven
conditions, that the response remained inadequate and that Iran is no longer in the process of
responding, with mediation running through Qatar and contacts also through Pakistan and Iraq, and
enrichment the central obstacle. The significance is sequencing: the attack on the negotiators
documented in KJ-2 is arriving in the same cycle in which the negotiation visibly fails to deliver,
which is the ordering that preceded the collapse of earlier Iranian diplomatic openings.

kJ-5 @QIaP KJ-5. The Saudi theatre has crossed from Iranian claim into externally measurable
disruption of the Saudi state's own functioning. The evidence is almost entirely non-Iranian, which is
what distinguishes this judgment from the equivalent one a cycle ago. King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh remained closed on 12 October with its suspension extended and no reopening
date announced; fourteen people were killed across the weekend strikes; Etihad cancelled Abu
Dhabi to Riyadh flights to 19 October; Gulf Air cancelled all Riyadh flights to 17 October; Delta
delayed the launch of direct American service to the kingdom. The Iranian surfaces supply register
on top of verified disruption rather than in place of it: Vatan-e Emrooz's «oBaly > olalwp» banner
sourced to the Wall Street Journal, Jam-e Jam at item 30866 carrying an Ansarallah call for Saudis
to act against their crown prince, Defa Press at item 69728 carrying an analyst's claim that the
United States refused to get involved and Israel set conditions. The significance is that the
campaign's effect is now observable without reference to any Iranian or Yemeni claim, which makes
it the most solidly evidenced external development in this edition.

KJ-6 KJ-6. Iran's declared posture toward Riyadh now contains an explicit
mediation offer on a front page, and the gap between that offer and the hardline register has
stopped being an inference. The evidence is two covers of one morning. Jomhouri Eslami, a veteran
establishment conservative daily, leads with «oluw »& ¢ oy ou SoSazibe sl Olul GSHkI». Vatan-e
Emrooz, two places along in the same kiosk album, banners the Saudi crown prince taking shelter
under successive Yemeni strikes. One cycle ago this monitor recorded the same divergence as KJ-8
and could not distinguish a deliberate division of labour from a genuine split; the printed offer
narrows the question without closing it. The significance is the venue: a title with revolutionary-era
standing and no governmental responsibility is the surface on which Tehran floats a de-escalation it
is not ready to own in its own name, which is consistent with a division of labour and inconsistent
with a simple factional split. The judgment is held at moderate-high because the offer carries no
named interlocutor, no channel and no date on the cover.

KJ-7 KJ-7. Iran is making force-posture and production claims in one cycle that
its own diplomatic track contradicts, and the two are being narrated by different authorities to
different ends. The evidence is two covers against one wire. Sobh-e No's banner carries «uisl>
2lai9 )8 Ol sy 5l ) alold ¢y ikinn bl ol :gwl uls 9w 0xils9», with the channel at item
116695 giving Rear Admiral Bamani saying «,eu> Li_uoT wbyd so i a Sdgo wluo» and that the
enemy now stands farther off than during what the item calls the Third Imposed War. Hamshahri's
cover carries «Y/0 puizbw glw ulu» with «Q¥- - S uw» and «9- o o» self-sufficiency. The 2.5
figure traces to defence ministry spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik on 6 October 2026 and is a
government claim; the other two appear nowhere in the external record of that briefing and are the
paper's own. Against all of it, the same morning's security council secretary says the Americans
have not met Iran's conditions and the strait has not returned to normal. The significance is that a
declared military success and a declared diplomatic failure are being published on the same file



within one cycle, and the judgment is held below high because none of the military claims is
externally checkable.

KJ-8 KJ-8. The state's English-language output is running a materially different,
more cautious and more effective argument than the Persian press of the same morning. The
evidence is one page. Iran Daily's lead is 'Pezeshkian: Enemies have failed to force Iran to
surrender', which is a claim of endurance and not of victory. Its principal image is a surviving Minab
pupil's handwritten letter beside a photograph of a schoolgirl, under Araghchi's pledge of an
international accountability push, a seven-month-old civilian casualty event carried through a child's
handwriting rather than a casualty figure. Its lower half carries Professor Hongda Fan of Shanghai
University saying China's role would be supportive rather than dominant, that Beijing will proceed
cautiously because ties depend on Iran's own development path, that Iran has lagged behind Saudi
Arabia and Egypt in Chinese trade and investment since 2016, and that China's position holds Iran
should not seek nuclear weapons while the Strait of Hormuz stays open, which serves Iran's
interest. The significance is the contrast with KJ-1 on the same morning: a Chinese academic is
permitted to tell Iran Daily's foreign readers precisely what a hardline daily is telling Iranian readers
to reject, and neither audience sees the other's page.

KJ-9 KJ-9. Negative evidence, filed as a finding: the Iranian state cannot
currently measure its own population's war experience, and a reformist daily printed the failure as
news. The evidence is one cover line: Etemad's «aui pMel Siz jl any azols il gl mlu» over «awl
Siz slog i gumiw a oyl olazls 3o, S jl ,iaS», fewer than one percent of eligible respondents
answered the war-trauma assessment. No sponsoring body, sample frame or fieldwork date appears
on the cover. The significance is that a sub-one-percent response to a national instrument is a
finding about the state's reach rather than about the population's mental health, and that a reformist
title chose to run a null result as a lead item, beside an interview arguing that the system must build
policy on «=8lg soosl>», real data. The judgment is held at moderate-high rather than high because
the cover does not permit a distinction between exhaustion, distrust of the instrument, the
connectivity restrictions this same paper has been counting in days, and ordinary survey non-
response. It should be read as a measurement failure of undetermined cause, which is itself the
more useful finding.

KJ-10 KJ-10. Negative evidence, filed as a finding: the sitting Leader is absent from
this edition, and his absence has a shape because his authorization is the contested fact in its
biggest domestic story. The evidence is a complete absence plus three indirect presences. No
message, speech, portrait or words presented as Mojtaba Khamenei's appear on any of the ten front
pages, six newspaper channels or three agency wires, and the official sites were not reachable.
Against that: the impeachment motion's stated ground is that the foreign minister met the American
envoy without the Leader's permission, so his authorization is the day's central contested fact and
he has not spoken to it; Charsou anchors its indictment not to him but to «Mail sugiv Jun,», the
martyred Leader, meaning his assassinated predecessor; and Kayhan's channel at item 86641
carries a video from that predecessor's tomb. The most recent retrievable message from the sitting
Leader is dated 8 October 2026 and is single-sourced. The significance is that a paper reaching for
the dead Leader's general warnings rather than the living Leader's specific instruction is reaching
for the authority it can get. This monitor records the pattern as a tracking item and declines to
interpret the reason, because no surface in this edition offers evidence about it.



KJ-11 KJ-11. Lebanon re-entered the retrievable record after ten consecutive absent
cycles, and it re-entered through European institutional news rather than through an Iranian front
page. The evidence is three channel items and the external record. Jam-e Jam at item 30876 and
Etemad at item 538888 both carry Israeli operations continuing in southern Lebanon with a claim
that 48 villages have been completely destroyed; Jam-e Jam at item 30863 reports the European
Union establishing a security mission for Lebanon as UNIFIL's mandate nears its end. Externally
confirmed: the EU Foreign Affairs Council established the EU Support Mission in Lebanon on 12
October 2026 with an initial three-year mandate covering border and maritime security, counter-
drone work and training of Lebanese forces, not yet deployed, and explicitly not deploying in the
south, against UNIFIL ceasing operations on 31 December 2026. The 48-village figure is
uncorroborated; the nearest external figure, roughly 65 towns and villages under Israeli occupation
in the south, measures something different. The significance is that the file has changed shape
rather than reopened: Lebanon returns to Iranian attention as a European institutional problem, not
as an Iranian front.

KJ-12 KJ-12. Two principlist front pages spent their leads on friction inside the system
rather than on the external file, and a reformist title framed the president as an inheritor rather than
an author. The evidence is three covers. Javan, the Guard-affiliated daily, led with «yldlbzNol alo>
ol a» over a photograph of the president at a medical awards ceremony, with no external file
on the cover at all, on a morning when the Guard's own commander-in-chief's Hormuz message
was circulating on the defence wires. Sobh-e No ran «paa |, wasg b, oS> szl laas I ld> sl
Solbaz pbaile 19 a alo> T2 je», @ public principlist quarrel about whether attacking commanders is
itself a breach of unity. Sazandegi led with «lyl = < ,lg», heir to the crises, quoting Pezeshkian as
saying «pimd iaziog ouiz <lg oo feimui uado o». The significance is that the same president was
fought over from both directions on one morning, and that the hardline estate is now willing to show
its internal friction on front pages. The judgment is held at moderate because a single cycle cannot
distinguish a durable realignment from a slow news day on the external file.

KJ-13 KJ-13. The standing finding that the Iranian press reports the war's domestic
costs and advocates the strategy but never in one frame is partially closed, by a municipal daily
rather than by a factional one. The evidence is Hamshahri's cover. Its upper two thirds carry «v/0
osizbw tlw ulu», @ wartime production claim; its foot carries «sslaisl Siz ade il gi», Tehranis
against the economic war, over «xxel ,IS sl 0lss plas b le plai solaisl iz Loyl ui o el pojo»
and a figure strip: 500 million litres cut from daily water consumption, petrol consumption down 50
percent, electricity down 10 percent in the capital, 78 percent of household gas subscribers in the
low-consumption band. That is a rationing table printed as a mobilisation scorecard on the same
page as the weapons claim. The significance is the register: a civic title is asking the capital's
residents to read shortage as contribution, which is a different and more sustainable ask than asking
them to ignore it, and it is a mechanism no factional paper in this edition attempts. Set against it, the
costs that are not reframed remain unreframed: Ta'adol names psychiatric and neurological
medicines as «g,l> vl ulgiy 02 ;L» and no cover connects that to anything.

KJ-14 € biE0viE) KJ-14. Three hardline surfaces printed three irreconcilable oil prices in one
morning without stating their benchmarks, which bears on how the chokepoint's effect is being
represented to Iranian readers. The evidence is three numbers. Sobh-e No's cover kicker reads «caai
1S o] bl ailiwl > slal i) fs,Y5 )V -V» under «s 6l 5L Jleo 5 wael,i olSU». Vatan-e Emrooz at



item 28346 gives dated Brent at 131 dollars with some grades above 150. Kayhan at item 86642
gives a physical Brent of 154 with the paper-to-physical gap approaching 50 after reduced ship
traffic. None of the three states its benchmark, which explains part but not all of a 47-dollar spread.
The significance is not that one title is wrong: it is that the single most consequential number in the
Iranian war economy is being reported across the hardline press without a shared reference, which
makes the chokepoint's claimed effect unauditable by an Iranian reader comparing two papers. This
monitor records the discrepancy and does not adjudicate it. The corroborated directional signal,
separate from the prices, is Bloomberg's report carried at item 28350 that ten supertankers bound
for Fujairah have stopped or changed course.

KJ-15 KJ-15. The British file re-entered the Iranian press through RAF Fairford, and the
Iranian account of it is accurate on the facts it chooses to report. The evidence is one rail and the
external record. Vatan-e Emrooz's « uwul$il s, L», signed Amir Abbas Nouri and sub-headed «Lg,! LT
rgaire S Ol ade K0l Siz slbaiyjn o», states that the British prime minister claimed the
Fairford incident was ordered by Iran, that Britain has produced no document or evidence, and that
all the accused have been released; it adds that 29 foreign ministers issued a coordinated
endorsement and quotes NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte welcoming it. Externally confirmed:
Andy Burnham said on 12 October that the suspected plot at the American-used base was almost
certainly directed by the IRGC, seven men were arrested, all have been released on bail and none
charged, police found gasoline but no explosives, the United States withdrew its bombers from
Fairford the previous week, Israel said it supplied the intelligence, Britain summoned the Iranian
ambassador and Iran denied involvement. The 29-minister statement and the Rutte quotation could
not be confirmed and are carried as the paper's claims. The significance is methodological: the
arrest-and-release sequence is the strongest factual material available to the Iranian press on this
file and the paper uses it accurately, which is a harder posture to rebut than assertion would be.

Named-Figure Tracker

Figure Role / relevance Today's framing Flag
Mojtaba Khamenei Supreme Leader Named nowhere in the edition; his authorization is absence
the contested ground of the impeachment motion noted

and he has not spoken to it. Last retrievable message
8 October 2026.

Ali Khamenei Assassinated Invoked by Charsou as «oMail augiv _un ,» whose WATCH
predecessor, 28 warnings about American policy the foreign minister
February 2026 ignored; Kayhan item 86641 carries video from his
tomb.
Abbas Araghchi Foreign Minister Charsou's whole upper page: «! =8l ¢ Sow ay 0,530 TARGET
Siz ami ho 0ac9!», impeachment request in FRAMING

motion with 35 signatures. Simultaneously carried on
Iran Daily pledging an international push on Minab.

Masoud Pezeshkian President Addressed by name in Kayhan's lead and told to TARGET
beware «l,l>as5;»; attacked by reformists per FRAMING
Javan; framed by Sazandegi as «b o= < ,lg»
saying «pimu uais (o»; leads Iran Daily on enemies
failing to force surrender.



Figure Role / relevance Today's framing

Mohammad Javad Zarif Former Foreign Kayhan's lead charges that his defence of the Treaty

Minister of Turkmenchay justifies capitulation. Second
consecutive cycle in which he is the named
embodiment of the negotiator class.

Mohsen Rezaei Secretary, Charsou's «pl gl ,lxisl yeu5»: his firm positions

Supreme National
Security Council

disturb America's sleep. Iran channel item 509675:
the American response to Iran's conditions is
insufficient. Externally: Washington agreed to some
of the seven conditions, Iran is no longer responding.

Donald Trump US President Hamshahri: face behind the US flag, claims Iran's
military destruction ten times over while production
rose 2.5 times. Vatan-e Emrooz: « g ;8 slad»,
driven to Moscow for fuel. Sobh-e No: failed to
contain the energy market before the elections.
Jomhouri Eslami: the most dangerous president in

American history.

Andy Burnham UK Prime Minister ~ Vatan-e Emrooz's « w5l s b»: claimed the
Fairford incident was Iran-ordered without producing
evidence, with all accused released. Externally
confirmed to have said on 12 October that the plot

was almost certainly IRGC-directed.

Mohammed bin Salman  Saudi Crown Vatan-e Emrooz banner «oaly > olabwoy», beneath

Prince the royal palaces; Jam-e Jam item 30866 carries an
Ansarallah call for Saudis to move against him;
Jomhouri Eslami's lead simultaneously offers Iranian
mediation in his war.
Ahmad Vahidi IRGC Navy Day message carried on Defa Press item 69712
Commander-in- and corroborated externally: no trans-regional power
Chief has the right to threaten, dominate or interfere in the
Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf.
Rear Admiral Bamani Deputy Sobh-e No banner: the Americans have taken the
Commander, greatest distance from Iran's borders; channel item
Army Navy 116695 adds deadly blows struck to the US Navy.
(NEDAJA) Claims, uncorroborated.

Esmaeil Baqaei Foreign Ministry

spokesman

Hamshahri's «y jalasi «wlaly>», the precision-strike
diplomat, whose firm positions are called a strong

point of the country's media apparatus. Praised on
the same morning that his minister is being

impeached.
Kazem Gharibabadi Deputy Foreign Iran channel item 509664: Iran is ready for diplomacy
Minister and for defence; the answer on a proposed seven-
day ceasefire remains under review, to be conveyed
through mediators.
Hongda Fan Director, China- Iran Daily exclusive: China's role supportive not
Middle East dominant; Beijing cautious; Iran behind Saudi Arabia
Center, Shanghai and Egypt in Chinese trade and investment since
University 2016; an open Strait of Hormuz serves Iran. Printed in

English only.
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Figure Role / relevance

Amir-Hossein Sabeti MP for Tehran

Saeed Jalili Member,
Expediency
Discernment
Council

Mark Rutte NATO Secretary-
General

Benjamin Netanyahu Israeli Prime
Minister

Headline Summary Table

Today's framing

Not named on any cover in this edition, but externally
the registered sponsor of the impeachment motion

Charsou's entire upper page is built on.

Sobh-e No addresses him by name: does only the

Flag

absence
noted

WATCH

enforcement of Rasaei's sentence disturb unity, what
about attacking the commanders. A public principlist

quarrel on a front page.

Quoted on Vatan-e Emrooz's rail welcoming an allied

WATCH

statement on Iranian involvement in an action
targeting their soil and pledging to protect the

security of a billion people. Quotation
uncorroborated.

Present only on the wires, at Vatan-e Emrooz item
28347 on Shin Bet warnings before 7 October. No

absence
noted

Israeli operational front appears on any Persian cover

for a fourth consecutive cycle.

Lead Headline
Outlet

(English)

Vatan-e Emrooz Let Iran build the bomb

Mr Pezeshkian! Beware
of the 'angle-players'

Kayhan (channel)

Charsou Negotiation Araghchi-
style: the promise of
peace, the result of

war!

We built 2.5 times the
weapons

Hamshahri

Sobh-e No Trump's failure to
contain the energy

market

Pezeshkian: Enemies
have failed to force Iran
to surrender

Iran Daily

Iran's readiness to
mediate between

Jomhouri Eslami

Orientation
Hardline Nuclear
principlist weaponization
advocacy

The Leader's Purge of the

flagship daily negotiating camp
Principlist Impeachment of the
foreign minister
Tehran Defence production
municipality, and economic
centrist mobilisation
Principlist Energy market and

naval posture

State English-
language daily

Civilian-casualty
accountability and
the China file

Mediation offer on
Yemen

Establishment
conservative

Threat signal

SEVERE: front-page case
for acquisition, attributed to
unnamed foreign experts

HIGH: negotiation rejected
for full military readiness,
removal demanded

HIGH: parliamentary
instrument against the
negotiating track

MODERATE-HIGH: wartime
output claims with scarcity
reframed as civic
contribution

MODERATE-HIGH: naval
claims plus energy pressure
against the US election
calendar

MODERATE: accountability
campaign abroad, cautious
Chinese reading of the
chokepoint

LOW-MODERATE: de-
escalation offer beside



Lead Headline
(English)

Orientation

Threat signal

Javan

Sazandegi

Etemad

Ta'adol

Yemen and Saudi
Arabia

The reformists' attack
on Pezeshkian

Heir to the crises

Hidden reconciliation

The bourse at a historic
peak

Hardline, IRGC-
affiliated

Reformist,
Kargozaran

Reformist

Economic

Factional contest
over the presidency

Presidential
accountability and
the diesel file

Post-war social
measurement and its
failure

War economy and
the drug shortage

unquantified battle-damage
claims

LOW-MODERATE: external
file absent from the cover

LOW: domestic
accountability framing,
European sanctions in the
world rail

LOW: under one percent
response to the national
war-trauma assessment

LOW: nominal equity record
against psychiatric medicine
shortages



Per-Paper Front-Page Analysis




Iran Daily

English-language daily of the state-run Iran newspaper group; written for a foreign readership and therefore the
clearest single indicator of what Tehran wants read abroad

MODERATE: accountability campaign on civilian casualties abroad, paired with a markedly cautious Chinese

reading of the chokepoint

“Pezeshkian: Enemies have failed to force Iran to surrender”

ahll  ranDaily

Pezeshkian: Enemies have failed
to force Iran to surrender

e Main: The lead, set in red and black across the full width, is

'Pezeshkian: Enemies have failed to force Iran to surrender'. The
English register is flatter and more defensive than the Persian covers of
the same morning: not victory but the failure of an attempt.

Main: The centre of the page is given to a photograph of a schoolgirl in
a white hijab, visible only through a letterbox opening, beside a
reproduction of a handwritten Persian letter covering half the page,
under 'Araghchi vows international push over deadly Minab school
strike' and the pull-quote 'Do not let my friends be forgotten,' surviving
pupil demands. The accuracy point matters: this is not a new strike.
The Minab school attack took place on 28 February 2026, the opening
day of the offensive, when the Shajareh Tayyebeh school in
Hormozgan province was hit during class hours; independent reporting
puts the dead at roughly 156 to 170, most of them girls between seven
and twelve. What is new is the letter and the foreign minister's pledge
to press the case in international forums. Attribution of the strike
remains contested: Iran blames the United States and Israel, both have
denied responsibility, one American report described the United States
as likely responsible without intentional targeting of the school, and the
Pentagon's findings have not been released.

Main: The lower half carries an exclusive interview, 'China backs
region-led security framework for Middle East: Scholar', by staff writer
Delaram Ahmadi, with Professor Hongda Fan, director of the China-
Middle East Center at Shanghai University and a visiting scholar at the
Middle East Institute of the National University of Singapore. Fan's
position as printed is pointedly qualified: China's role would be
supportive rather than dominant; Beijing has consistently sought to
deepen cooperation with Tehran but is likely to remain cautious
because the future of bilateral ties depends considerably on Iran's
domestic development path; Iran's cooperation with China has lagged
behind that of Saudi Arabia and Egypt in trade and investment since
the 2016 visit; and China's position does not seek nuclear weapons
while keeping the Strait of Hormuz open, which the interview states is
also in Iran's interest. Fan frames the discussions between Xi Jinping
and Donald Trump on the Iranian nuclear issue and international
waterways as consistent with Tehran's stated position.

Banner: Top left, in a boxed strip, 'National post company unveils smart
addressing system, delivery robot'.



e Right rail: 'Anne Carson, poet who redraws boundaries of literature', on
the 2026 Nobel Prize in Literature; 'lran's Zarei aiming higher after
historic medal at Asian Games'; and 'Ramdani House reveals layers of
Sari's history'.

e Sub-item: The group's Persian channel the same morning carries
deputy foreign minister Kazem Gharibabadi at item 509664 saying Iran
is ready both for diplomacy and for defending the country, and that
Iran's answer to the American comments on a proposed seven-day
ceasefire «cuwl Guwyu cuws o plizen», remains under review, to be
conveyed through mediators once settled; Mohsen Rezaei at item
509675 calling the American response to Iran's conditions insufficient;
and, in the same item, a denial of claims that the Strait of Hormuz has
returned to normal.

ANALYST NOTE Two findings sit on this page. The first is that the state's English title has chosen
accountability for a seven-month-old civilian casualty event, carried through a child's handwriting rather
than through a casualty figure, as its principal image on a morning when its Persian stablemates are
running weapons production and weaponization. That is an audience-specific choice of the kind this
monitor flagged a cycle ago, and it is the more effective of the two registers abroad. The second is the
China interview, which is the most substantively cautious foreign-policy material in the edition and is
printed in English only: a Chinese scholar telling Iranian readers that Beijing will be careful, that Iran has
fallen behind the Arab states in Chinese investment, and that an open Strait of Hormuz serves Iran,
appears nowhere in the Persian press of the same morning. The gap between what Tehran prints for
itself about the chokepoint and what it allows a Chinese academic to say about it in English is the
clearest measure in this edition of how little external support the chokepoint strategy commands.



Hamshahri

Tehran municipality daily, centrist in register and the highest-circulation general title in the capital; its covers are
designed for a mass civic readership rather than a factional one

“We MODERATE-HIGH: wartime production claims paired with a civic mobilisation frame for domestic scarcity

built 2.5 times the weapons” «esizbw M ulu Y/0O»

e Main: The top two thirds of the page is a stylised US flag in red and
white with Donald Trump's face in black and white behind the stripes,
white missile silhouettes rising from the lower edge, under «¥/0 .l
ouizbw dw», we built 2.5 times the weapons, kickered «sJsi i jo,95 )
aiiwdS olo V 5> izl Jud 4y cawnis M, record-setting weapons
production relative to before the war over the past seven months. The
underlying claim is externally traceable: the defence ministry
spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik told a press conference on 6 October

| 2026 that production capacity now stands at roughly 2.5 times its pre-

T e e war level. It is an Iranian government figure and is reported here as a
claim, not as a verified output measure.
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e Main: The left column of the cover art reads «sogl a0 > o crol s
0 ol s Rl | D100 Bete i Rt 5 R=D [, = B s B SRR ) 1035 [V LR o5
xau», Trump claims the destruction of Iran's military capability while
production of defence equipment did not stop even under enemy fire.

e Sub-item: Three figures are set into the missile silhouettes: «\- L
cawl aiaS Oyl el Olgi 391U 5l canli» (Trump has spoken ten times
of the destruction of Iran's military capability), «Q¥: - o u=ij ;o S ub
i Oyl e8> wladgi» (9,300 companies are in Iran's defence
production chain), and «a- eloaui LaSre> e lds wladgi ;5 2o ,0» (We
have become 90 percent self-sufficient in defence production). None
of the three appears in the retrievable external record of the 6 October
briefing; they are the paper's own rendering.

e Sub-item: Lower right, «g jalasi wlalus», the precision-strike diplomat,
over a photograph of foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei with
a raised finger, captioned «. i Juclowl oS30 giolgo 9 gz uol>
gisS slailw,) oiws wed blii 5l S b jg, ul az b gl o)l ssSizuw
<uwl», the quick-wittedness and firm positions of Esmaeil Bagaei are
these days one of the strong points of the country's media apparatus.

e Op-ed: Left column, «s 85,5 g, o> wlad Jii 9 Jo> aruwgi jinii»,
the role of public transport development in tourism, a municipal-
register column of the kind that normally anchors this title.

e Banner: Bottom, «s>baisl Kiz ade ol gi», Tehranis against the
economic war, over «plai b ;b plai sobaisl Siz Loyl i 5> caxisly pose
2ol LS sl wlgi», the capital's people have come to the task with all
their strength under conditions of all-out economic war, with a figure
strip: 500 million litres cut from daily water consumption, a 50 percent
reduction in petrol consumption, 10 percent off electricity consumption



in the capital, and 78 percent of household gas subscribers now in the
low-consumption band.

e Sub-item: Centre, «ybLj sl ywdS 5 slo,S ws», Korean fever in the
language classes, on a wave of teenagers taking up Korean and
Russian.

ANALYST NOTE Hamshahri does on this cover what this monitor recorded as absent on the previous one:
it puts the domestic cost of the war on the same page as the war effort and frames the cost as
participation rather than as damage. The utility-consumption strip is a rationing table read as a civic
mobilisation scorecard, and the headline above it, «,ls plai ssLaisl Siz», all-out economic war, supplies
the justification. The standing negative finding from the 12 October edition, that the press reports the
costs and advocates the policy but never in the same frame, is therefore partially closed by this title and
should be tracked as a municipal-register innovation rather than a factional one: the paper is asking the
capital's residents to read shortage as contribution, which is a different and more sustainable ask than
asking them to ignore it.



Vatan-e Emrooz

Hardline principlist morning daily, Tehran; one of the most aggressive front-page designers in the Iranian press and
a reliable weathervane for the security estate's preferred framing

SEVERE: open front-page advocacy for Iranian nuclear weapons acquisition, attributed to unnamed foreign
experts

“Let Iran build the bomb" «5 ;Lluu caes ol ul»

;)'.awfs x e Main: The entire front page, roughly two thirds of the sheet, is given to
«jlus cwu Ol 1>, set white on a grey satellite image of cratered desert
terrain with what appears to be a damaged aircraft at lower left. The
standfirst reads «olg> koo Ollhicaslo wllebl | « g0l Hlog» G, IS
Sl om0l lawgs slaun gdw colw sle g 00 o)l allgw 09> o
wimigrgo o) 9 ol (o Si>», a Vatan-e Emrooz report on
statements by prominent international experts about the necessities of
Iran building a nuclear weapon after the war imposed by America and

the Zionist regime. The paper's own channel carries the piece at item
28359, filed under its « SwgusS» (kiosk) rubric, with the full text at
vatanemrooz.ir/fa/news/421203. Neither the cover nor the channel
excerpt names a single one of the experts whose statements are said
to compel the conclusion.

e Banner: Top-right, «lie ;8 sla8», the diesel beggar, over « siuinas
e ool sl b caols K0l soluinIl (Kas uiw ¢5 Lo, la>
3,5 eSame ol> & cuwd», the White House's humiliating retreat: the
choking of America's refineries has driven Trump to Moscow for fuel.

e Banner: Top-left, «oKaly > ololww», Bin Salman in the shelter, over
«slalasiud g bjley 92) / plos 9 Job, solrg,9 ay oy giwi)l Wlgio wNo>
wiilelw sLES o) 92w 2l {5 Lawil», successive Yemeni army
attacks on Riyadh and Dammam airports, cancelled flights and foreign
security warnings, the Saudi crown prince beneath the royal palaces.
The paper's channel at item 538882 of a reformist competitor and at
its own feed sources the shelter detail to the Wall Street Journal; it is a
third-party press claim carried as fact in the banner.

e Right rail: « w5l s;L», the English game, kickered «log» v, 158
399,29 shzle o, puulSl u sz oz slesl jl « g 0ol» and sub-
headed in red «Ssguics0 S Oyl asls 1S 0l Kz sbaijn 5o Lol LI»,
is Europe becoming a partner in the costs of America's war against
Iran. Signed Amir Abbas Nouri. The text states that the British prime
minister claimed the previous day that the incident at the American-
used base at Fairford was ordered by Iran, that Britain has produced no
document or evidence, and that all of the accused have been released.
It adds that the foreign ministers of 29 countries issued a coordinated
statement endorsing the British findings, and quotes NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte welcoming the allies' statement on Iran's
involvement in an action targeting their soil and pledging to go on
protecting the security of one billion people across NATO territory.



e Sub-item: Lower centre, «igugo s lbaslo o aule v, guu», revolt against
Zionist capitalism, introduced as a «jg yol log ld=s v, ;$» analytical
report on unrest said to be directed at Zionist capital.

e Sub-item: The channel's surrounding feed carries the Yemeni military
spokesman Yahya Saree claiming 119 Saudi air and missile attacks on
Yemen in 24 hours (item 28341), a Reuters-sourced report that
continuous Yemeni attacks have emptied Riyadh's airspace (item
28342), Emirates suspending all flights to and from Riyadh, Dammam
and Jeddah (item 28353), the IRGC Navy commander calling the
United States a fuel smuggler (item 28349), Bloomberg reporting ten
supertankers bound for Fujairah stopped or diverted (item 28350),
dated Brent cited at 131 dollars with some grades above 150 (item
28346), and US House Speaker Mike Johnson predicting the war with
Iran will end right after the American elections (item 28355).

ANALYST NOTE This is the single highest-significance front page of the cycle and arguably of the run. A
hardline daily with standing in the security estate has given its entire cover to an argument for Iranian
nuclear weapons acquisition, laundered through unnamed foreign experts so that the paper advocates
without appearing to advocate. The device matters: the «SwgsS» rubric and the attribution to

«lg> oo Ul aicelo» let the title put weaponization on the national front page while retaining the
deniability that it is merely reporting what others say, and the refusal to name any of those others is what
makes the laundering visible. Read against the standing thread of this monitor, in which the hardline
estate has spent the past fortnight delegitimising the negotiator class, this is the same campaign arriving
at its logical terminus: if the negotiators cannot be trusted and the adversary attacked mid-negotiation,
the only remaining argument is for the deterrent itself. Track whether any second title carries the same
framing in the next cycles; a single cover is a trial balloon, two is a line.



Javan
Hardline daily affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps; its covers usually carry the Guard's preferred
external framing, which makes a wholly domestic lead unusual

“The reformists’ LOW-MODERATE: domestic factional contest, external file largely absent from the cover

attack on Pezeshkian” «yLSau jy av ol Mol alas>»

354 gt oo
= e attack on Pezeshkian, over a dense multi-column text block arguing

g e Main: The top banner is «yLSui ju s 9ol alo>», the reformists’
A that the reformist camp has turned on the president it helped elect.

PN
“ ke S

e Main: The cover photograph runs half the page: President Masoud
Pezeshkian and a turbaned cleric holding between them a framed
portrait of a young man in military fatigues seated in a reed marsh,
under « s 0LSGw 1 5l uaai», honouring the Basiji physicians, playing
on the near-homophony of the president's surname and «y S ju»,
physicians. The caption describes the honouring of Basiji doctors and

the services of the medical community during the war.

e Op-ed: Right rail, a full-column day-note headed « o a3 ivind lasl>
ulls>g¢i» at the available resolution, running the length of the page
beside the masthead.

e Sub-item: Lower left, «glaslpl w08 ulu Houivy wluwlxo», the
enemy's calculations against the power of self-sacrifice, beside a
commentator's portrait.

e Sub-item: «o e xS & | 95195 (axi cunj S giban uibg>», Where
artificial pleasure is taking children's educational life.

e Sub-item: Centre bottom, « iy b LS jy «.o. b 0lsz> se5gcaad», an

interview slot, and «cuwl jlosiwl ulu o Olul 2l Hless s 9bog>», self-
belief is Iran's high wall against colonialism.

e Sub-item: Bottom left, «az LuSe) uivgS camwl aily LYo 1 JSiino (sidg
b g2 95!», when the problem is the high dollar, what justification is
there for a luxury handset, over two commentator portraits.

ANALYST NOTE The notable thing about this cover is what is not on it. On a morning when the Guard's
own navy commander is quoted elsewhere calling the United States a fuel smuggler, when the IRGC
commander-in-chief's Navy Day message on the Strait of Hormuz is circulating on the defence wires,
and when a sister hardline title gives its whole page to nuclear weaponization, the Guard-affiliated daily
leads with an intra-reformist quarrel and a photograph of the president at a medical awards ceremony.
Read with Sobh-e No's Jalili item on the same morning, this is the second principlist front page in one
cycle to spend its lead on factional friction inside the system rather than on the external file. That is a
change in the estate's allocation of front-page attention and is worth tracking as a possible leading
indicator of a domestic political contest opening ahead of the next electoral cycle.




Sobh-e No

Principlist morning daily; in this monitor's run it has specialised in auditing dated adversary predictions and in
carrying serving commanders' claims as banner material

MODERATE-HIGH: naval force-posture claims plus energy-market pressure framed against the American
election calendar

“Trump's failure to contain the energy market” «s il )15bL jlgo o caol i olSL»

e Banner: Across the top, €l ulSs el gl (ulyd S oxilo 9 Huinil>
2lais )8 Ol sbjye I ) abols ¢ k>, the deputy commander of the
Army Navy: the Americans have taken the greatest distance from Iran's
borders. The paper's channel at item 116695 gives the speaker as Rear
Admiral Bamani and the fuller quote, «1S, ol (ul> Sow ar Slgo wluo
o20)», we struck deadly blows to the US Navy, adding that the enemy
has withdrawn widely from Iran's maritime borders and now stands
farther off than during what the item calls the Third Imposed War. This
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is an Iranian naval battle-damage and force-posture claim, carried here
as a claim; nothing in the retrievable external record corroborates
either the blows or the withdrawal.

e Main: «sj sl L Hlgo Lo ol 5 e SL», Trump's failure to contain the
energy market, kickered «,«lS, rol wllxil ailiwl )5 slal ) {s V5 V-V cass
107-dollar oil, an earthquake on the eve of the American elections. The
pull-quote argues that Trump has failed to contain the oil market to
date, that the release of strategic reserves, pressure on Saudi Arabia
and Russia and the tightening of financial sanctions have not worked,
and that his measures could not halt the upward price trend. The 107-
dollar figure sits awkwardly beside the same morning's hardline wires,
which put physical dated Brent at 131 dollars (Vatan-e Emrooz item
28346) and the physical benchmark at 154 with a paper-to-physical
gap near 50 (Kayhan item 86642); the three numbers are printed in the
same cycle without reconciliation and are reported here as printed.

e Main: Centre, a large portrait of a turbaned cleric in profile under
«ol> aui e Ll », the explicit warning of Sheikh Hamed,
captioned «culg) sbo a cunSin culg) i ALl WLl MYl
5,8 slal (ol o 9w, Hojjat al-Islam Kashani criticised the
dominance of a narrative of defeat in place of a narrative of victory in
the arenas. The cleric is identified on the page only as Hojjat al-Islam
Kashani and in the headline as Sheikh Hamed; the identification could
not be confirmed against the external record and is reported as
printed.

e Op-ed: Right rail, a «cuilssL» day-note titled « ulalys il gime ab 5
sl 9, roughly the cloak concealing the fire of French diplomacy,
running the length of the page.

o Sub-item: « il 191 beaasd b cawliio S Y :«gi muo» b sSsciaS o (roulw
xL», Salimi in conversation with Sobh-e No: the ration voucher should
rise in step with prices. This is the second title in the same cycle, after

Charsou, to lead its interview slot with the ration voucher.



e Op-ed: Lower right, in red and black, « ulw, oS> shzl laas | Ll> sl
Sobaz ubale 49 4 alo> T jme pras | wa>g», Mr Jalili! Does only the
enforcement of Rasaei's sentence disturb unity? What about attacking
the commanders? The text references Saeed Jalili's recent remarks on
the detention of Hamid Rasaei and the relationship between political
unity, the rule of law and the handling of those who attack military
commanders.

ANALYST NOTE Two things on this cover move the standing picture. The first is the naval claim in the
banner: the Army Navy's deputy commander is asserting an American withdrawal from Iran's maritime
approaches on the same morning that Iran's own security council secretary says the Americans have not
met Iran's conditions for reopening the Strait of Hormuz, which places a declared military success and a
declared diplomatic failure on the same file within one cycle and suggests the two tracks are being
narrated by different authorities to different ends. The second is the Jalili item: an intra-principlist quarrel
about whether attacking commanders is itself a breach of unity is being conducted in public on a front
page, which is a measure of how much friction the hardline estate is now willing to show. The oil price
discrepancy across three hardline surfaces in one morning is recorded as an accuracy finding, not as an
error of any single title.



Sazandegi

Reformist daily of the Kargozaran-e Sazandegi party; the title that has carried this monitor's standing reformist
critique of the chokepoint strategy

“Heir to the LOW: domestic accountability framing, with the European sanctions file carried in the world rail
crises” «byl = & ,)lg»

e Main: The page is built around a close three-quarter portrait of
President Masoud Pezeshkian at a desk, hand to chin, under «&,lg
lol=u», heir to the crises. The standfirst reads «uul > (0 LSu jy >92umio
0w gl & cu.uuf)| aS caaS 03w wilgo 9w Wino oo il uuLuSJL
ar S35 5w {piaud iamiog Oaiz )l o fpiu uade (o t3sS e gl Lcawl
cuwl aizly g ggi090 (] ww u», Masoud Pezeshkian, at the ceremony
reopening the universities, spoke of the problems and obstacles that
have come down to him from the past. He says: | am not to blame, | am
the heir to such a situation. Sazandegi examines the question.

e Banner: Top, box 3 (World), «lég ;8 s9les ay ala>», attack on the
diesel deal, over «auwg, ase Lol au i aimny (o5 paSiaw wagmai®», the
approval of Europe's heaviest sanctions package against Russia. This
is the direct continuation of the « e & 15 ,9o» and «ulsg ;8 ply»
thread this title opened one cycle ago.

e Banner: Top, a second box headed «slaiwn v, gu0», NUClear revolt,
over a line concerning nuclear statements and the Japanese
ambassador in Iran that does not resolve to a confident transcription at
the available scan resolution and is not relied on here.

e Op-ed: Right rail, the «;g, cuilssl» day-note, «sjslosnl 9 WSxj §=>
ole9085, ;» at the available resolution, with a columnist's portrait.

e Sub-item: Top left, «plul @b ju w5 J> suslid slbewslw o j», technology
infrastructure in Tabriz, with a sub-line on the city's technology
ecosystem.

e Sub-item: The foot of the page carries three columns of continuation
text and a fourth signed column at lower right under a woman
columnist's portrait.

ANALYST NOTE Sazandegi is doing on its cover what no principlist title in this edition will do: attaching
the country's accumulated crises to a named sitting office-holder and letting him disclaim responsibility
in his own words, «eiumu uais o», | am not to blame. That the reformist press frames the president as
an inheritor rather than an author is a defence of him in form and an indictment of the system in
substance, since an inherited crisis implies a bequeather. Set beside Javan's banner attacking the
reformists for attacking Pezeshkian, the two covers show the same president being fought over from
both sides on one morning, which is a sharper domestic political picture than this monitor has recorded
in the preceding cycles. The paper's world banner meanwhile keeps the diesel file alive for a second
consecutive cycle, now from the European sanctions end rather than the Russian supply end.




Charsou

Principlist tabloid-format daily (masthead «gw,lz»), not in the standard recognition table; in recent cycles it has

functioned as the sharpest printed critic of the government's economic record and of the foreign ministry, using
the late Leader's own words as its yardstick

HIGH: parliamentary instrument deployed against the negotiating track, with the late Leader's authority invoked
against the sitting foreign minister

“Negotiation Araghchi-style: the promise of peace, the result of war!” cacg {28l ¢ Sow a 0,5130»
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e Main: The whole upper page is an indictment of the foreign minister,

set beside a half-length photograph of a bespectacled man in a dark
suit, under « &z azxyi «mho 029 fxdle Suw a; 0,5130!». Three red
boxes carry the argument.

Main: The first box reads «. woMwl sl gulzo oxisles Y0 sbiasl L

sl oluz a pudze ) 4z, Jgel suis vzl e pulie tlawiwl cunlss 5>,
with the signatures of 35 members of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly the request to impeach Abbas Araghchi, minister of foreign
affairs, has been set in motion in parliament. The externally verifiable
record is narrower than the cover: an impeachment motion was
registered on 6 October 2026 by the Tehran deputy Amir-Hossein
Sabeti over Araghchi's 22 September meeting with the American
envoy Steve Witkoff at the UN General Assembly, and registration is
not the same as submission to the presiding board. The figure of 35
signatures appears on this cover and is not corroborated in the
retrievable record; it is reported here as the paper's claim.

Sub-item: The second box reads «;l| gg> asslw aS b @ iwguvg>
whlasl Sl o) 1) Shlodys xig) ailio o ol pladl g = Jloc! (59195
el 9Baules», optimism toward a party with a record of withdrawing
from an agreement, imposing sanctions and taking military action in
the middle of a diplomatic process is among the deputies' criticisms.

Sub-item: The third and longest box reads «slb g0 5o jl S
Mail agis b trro sblaid Ol alols (28lie pulie 5,55, 1 Hlaw]
oy il oSl a2 B st aill s nual culnl s IS i cunls o)) L5
S S0 ailie 5o ol alas I Gy oS slabold {cunl Hi&ubls b 5915
cawl 49,8 51,8 bl 9 Gww y o ze o aiiS jI», one of the most
important axes of criticism of Abbas Araghchi's approach is the gap
between the explicit warnings of «Mail sugiv jun,», the martyred
Leader of the Revolution, about the nature of American policy and the
foreign minister's hopeful assessment of the possibility of reaching an
agreement with Washington, a gap that since the military attack in the
middle of the negotiations has come under question more than before.

Sub-item: Mid-page left, «ylul ,lxisl Hgui», the tribune of Iran's
eqtedar (authority, standing), over «. ulo, Skl juw glod giolgos idg
23S o aiail | S, 40l jug> wlg>», when Major General Rezaei's decisive
positions disturb America's sweet dreams, beside a photograph of a
uniformed officer with the national flag. Mohsen Rezaei, secretary of



the Supreme National Security Council, said on 12 October that the
American response to Iran's seven conditions was insufficient, that
Washington had agreed to some of them, and that Iran is no longer in
the process of responding.

e Right rail: «b 6S9caaS 5 roduwl sl s pudzo oislos imoudl uliold ol
5940 Ogalio 0 U F b SIS olo 2iz ol azsil 19w, lz», an interview with a
sitting deputy arguing the ration voucher must rise to four or five
million (tomans), above a numbered list of grievances.

e Cartoon: Bottom left, a colour caricature of three officials at a cabinet
table, two of them labelled «a>,l5> 90l 5 j9» (Minister of foreign affairs)
and «was caoud J S o j9» (mMinister for controlling the price of oil), the
joke turning on ministers being shuffled between portfolios they are not
qualified for.

ANALYST NOTE The significance is not that a hardline paper attacks the foreign minister, which is routine,
but the authority it invokes to do it. The indictment is anchored to «oMail augui ,u»,», the martyred
Leader, meaning Ali Khamenei, and not to the sitting Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, whose authorization is
the actual legal question at the centre of the impeachment motion. Citing the dead Leader's general
warnings rather than the living Leader's specific instruction is the move of a paper that cannot obtain the
living Leader's endorsement, and it is the second consecutive cycle in which Charsou has used
Khamenei the elder's words as an unanswerable yardstick against a sitting office-holder. Set beside
Vatan-e Emrooz's weaponization cover on the same morning, the campaign against the negotiator class
has now produced both a parliamentary instrument and a strategic alternative.



Ta'adol

Economic daily; a technical title whose cover is the best available read on how the war economy is being presented

to Iranian market participants

“The bourse at a

LOW: no external threat content; domestic economic strain presented in market register

historic peak” «szu,b el o G je0»

Main: « )b el > ywe0», the bourse at a historic peak, kickered
«adgl el 5l puy gasli sYU i, Hadae gulsS Joles», Ta'adol reports:
strong index growth after the initial fall. The framing is explicitly war-
referenced: an initial collapse followed by a recovery to a record.

Main: Centre, over a stylised illustration of two economists, «ciwglio
S o sLaisl», the economy's resistance to shocks, kickered
«oBxmrash)l a; V- V§ sLaisl Jygi ...», the 2026 Nobel in economics to the
authors of the work in question. The Iranian cover reads the prize
through the lens of shock resilience, which is the frame the title needs
for its own lead.

Sub-item: Upper left, « gl Kgl a0 o 0lgis sL», the hidden game on
OPEC+ turf, under a kicker on the cold winter of the oil market.
Sub-item: «s | cuol,», currency austerity, over «,lgo s2u0,5 Y¥ 2i,
xi» and a line on Iran's non-oil foreign trade.

Banner: Top, €10 ;Suaws gug r9 i o wlice Jlw», fifteen unstable
years in housing presales, and «xilo (o) Sg, aS igild», the law that
stayed on the ground.

Banner: Top left, «wls)l 9 Nzl L/ 0lg) 9 wlas] slayls,) 29105 004y cuing
o> 0= Olg 03i5L «Olg, caoduw 9,5 3w jI», behind the curtain of the
shortage of neurological and psychiatric medicines; mental health, the
hidden loser of the drug crisis.

Sub-item: Right rail, «lul L aJlw Y0+ Kz g su,» and «,» oslw aiSs xiz
Sigaii iy JualS Jogas», plus «olilxud uS 55 w,ys», the bourse
caught in excitement, each with a commentator portrait.

Sub-item: A boxed table at the foot of the page sets out numbered
points on currency and import policy.

ANALYST NOTE Ta'adol supplies the one cover in this edition that quantifies the domestic war economy in
market terms rather than in slogans, and the quantification runs in two directions at once: a record equity
index on the lead and a pharmaceutical supply crisis in the top banner, with mental-health medicines
named as its hidden casualty. A nominal equity record in a high-inflation war economy is a flight-to-
assets signal rather than a growth signal, and the title does not say so; against it stands the IMF
projection carried on two channels the same morning of minus 7.6 percent for 2026. The psychiatric-
drug shortage on this cover and the sub-one-percent war-trauma survey response on Etemad's are the
same file approached from the supply side and the measurement side, and they are the two items in this
edition most worth carrying forward.



Etemad

Leading reformist daily; in this monitor's run it has been the most consistent carrier of measurable domestic war
cost on a front page

LOW: no external threat content on the cover; the significant material is a measured failure of domestic data
collection

“Hidden reconciliation” «olgiy csixiu»

e Main: Top left, «olgi, il», hidden reconciliation, kickered « | s
o b ooy 53 wilul azels s ,0LU «laicl» L 959caaS 5 Sa)l
xS o>, the sociologist Taghi Azad Armaki, in conversation with
Etemad, examines Iranian society's disbelief in the crises, and sub-
headed «.=8lg sosl> slio o U xS wees pldaicolo I iul cusS>
23S puw i 15,9 Ol sy slasuai», the governing system must invite
experts to draw a map for tomorrow's Iran on the basis of real data.

e Main: The cover photograph shows President Pezeshkian walking out
of a building with a group of officials, under «oEisl> seuw a
Usrowlgo», toward the skills-based university, captioned «,gg0>
3,5 Tolao boliwils 1S & LT suwl o 4%, the president set this out at the
ceremony opening the academic year.

e Main: Left column, the edition's hardest single datum: «ulg, Jwl wli
i pdel Kzl axs azel>», the results of the post-war psychological
monitoring of society were announced, over «xo> & jl JiaS auwl
Siz slog i gumiw a; layl uiv olazlg», fewer than one percent of those
eligible responded to the war-trauma assessment. No sponsoring
body, sample frame or fieldwork date appears on the cover, and the
figure is reported here as printed.

e Sub-item: Below it, a black bar reading « i il wlxaw las», items
from the internet pages, with two QR codes, the paper's standing
workaround for the connectivity restrictions it has been reporting.

o Op-ed: Left rail, «cuwminres uwi s jlws S Guals», and «ias & ailg>
¢l> oL, two signed columns carried at the available resolution.

¢ Right rail: A «lacuulssb» stack of eight commentator portraits with one-
line headings including «slu ol ¥ 115, ol o 0Lul» ,«camwl jlwo ) bolKi
S 5 b g duiw (9 i €S aionind 1 > and «sbylol LS5
w=dlg ue», the repetition of unreal statistics.

e Sub-item: The channel feed around the edition carries the EU and
UNIFIL file at item 538888 (Israeli attacks continuing in southern
Lebanon, with a claim that 48 villages have been completely
destroyed), the Rubio-Miliband call on Hormuz maritime security at
item 538880, the IMF projection of minus 7.6 percent for Iran in 2026
and 3.6 percent in 2027 at item 538883, and the Wall Street Journal
report that the Saudi crown prince is moving between shelters at item
538882.

ANALYST NOTE The sub-one-percent response to a national war-trauma survey is the most
consequential number on any front page in this edition and the only one that measures the population



rather than the war. Whether it indexes exhaustion, distrust of the instrument, the connectivity
restrictions this same paper has been counting in days, or all three cannot be determined from the cover;
what can be determined is that a reformist daily chose to print a null result as news, which is the
behaviour of a title that treats non-response as evidence. Read with the lead interview's argument that
the system must build policy on «_w=élg slyosls», real data, the two items on one page make a single
case: the state is no longer able to measure its own society, and the reformist press is saying so in the
register of method rather than of complaint.



Jomhouri Eslami

Veteran establishment daily founded in the revolution's first year; traditionally conservative, with a long record of
printing positions that the government cannot state in its own name

“Iran’'s LOW-MODERATE: mediation offer on the Saudi file, printed alongside unquantified battle-damage claims

readiness to mediate between Yemen and Saudi Arabia” g :yos yu 5)$xuo s olul Sl
<Ol e
= ol

&l of 9t Skl

e Main: The lead banner reads «g ;os o1 SoSazmibo shuy 0lul Sobel
ol e», Iran's readiness to mediate between Yemen and Saudi
Arabia, over a block of smaller type setting out the offer.

e Banner: Immediately left of the lead, «aslias 099 Vg, 0 2wld Jolic L
ouiS o 295 4 ailzbbl», we will deal decisively with corrupt elements
inside the judiciary, a judicial-accountability line given banner weight
on the same morning as the foreign-policy lead.

e Main: Left column, under a kicker attributing the remark to an American
senator whose name is not legible at the available scan resolution,
«eawlSy ol &b sgazousy 0iiSUlas ciel,s», Trump is the most
dangerous president in American history. Directly below it, under «&,
w8l Hsiliw:», an American senator, the paper prints «jg, 2iz ;> olul
3,8 393U | S0l 5,Y5 5, blie sol&L», Iran in a few days destroyed
America's billion-dollar bases. Both lines are second-hand renderings
of a foreign speaker's words and the second is an unquantified battle-
damage claim; neither is reproduced here as verified, and no site,
figure or date accompanies either on the cover.

e Sub-item: Two further boxes run beneath the column, one opening
Cewol i §9lgs 10,8 ...» and one opening «a; wlsl icl ...»; neither
resolves to a reliable transcription at the available resolution and
neither is relied on in this edition's judgments.

e Banner: Top right, «gl)loy & e loiz| UML, gl ai» o V- Lolaisl
ue >, allocation of 10 percent of Social Security's pharmaceutical
spending to patients with special conditions.

e Main: Centre, a wide photograph of a prize-giving ceremony on a flag-
draped stage, captioned «gul 5 ... HeuisS Sl egezouss Julx
oS sbolinls iy 91,8, the president honouring the country's
foremost performers at the national universities' entrepreneurship
ceremony.

e Op-ed: Top left, a portrait of a seated cleric over «oxisloi sl 5 alllew]
xsS elag 1) wils S oM oliwl > asasJg s:lw», Ayatollah Ghorbani,
former representative of the vali-e faqih in Gilan province, has died,
with the line «cwS culus | zudY il alllew] ed> ) oLSi g ,iSo». The
president's condolence message on the same death appears
independently on the government daily's channel at item 509663,
which corroborates the item.

e Op-ed: Bottom left, a portrait of Mohammad Beheshti under «augai
wiisg: allley] psllas», the oppressed martyr Ayatollah Beheshti, with a



quotation on the duty of truthful speech.

ANALYST NOTE This is the clearest single statement of the gap this monitor flagged one cycle ago as KJ-
8. On the morning when a hardline title runs «o&al, > vlalwy» and the wires carry a call for Saudis to
rise against their crown prince, a conservative establishment daily puts Iran's offer to mediate between
Sanaa and Riyadh in its own lead. The two postures are not reconcilable as a single message, and the
division of labour has now become legible enough to be read off two front pages of the same morning:
the hardline press supplies the pressure and the establishment press supplies the exit. That the offer
surfaces here rather than on the government daily's cover is itself the signal, because this title can float
a de-escalation Tehran is not ready to own.



Kayhan

The Supreme Leader's flagship daily, managing editor Hossein Shariatmadari, appointed by the Leader's office;
read as text source via its own channel rather than as a scan in this edition

HIGH: rejection of negotiation in favour of military readiness, with a removal demand aimed at named and
unnamed officials

1

“Mr Pezeshkian! Beware of the 'angle-players'” «xuisl, «la l>a50j» il o 1o LSui iy sBI»

e Main: The day's lead, carried in the channel roundup at item 86646 and in full at item 866586, is
«owioly <l baygl;» a8l 10LSu jy sWI», Mr Pezeshkian! Beware of the «,l>a;515», those who
hold an angle, with the sub-line «xizywo SU o> sbaxuws», they are writing out dangerous
prescriptions. The piece is labelled «ylgS ld=s s 4> S, S», a Kayhan analytical news report,
and carries no author name and no « g, cuulyob» label, so the usual attribution to the managing
editor cannot be made for this item and is not made here.

e Op-ed: The argument is that figures inside Iran described as «l,l>a;5l;» are pushing officials
toward war and toward the rehabilitation of «ls394i», infiltrators, and should be removed from
decision-making; that Mohammad Javad Zarif's defence of the Treaty of Turkmenchay is a
justification of capitulation; and that the United States uses diplomacy to disguise a planned
attack, so that negotiation should be rejected in favour of full military readiness.

e Sub-item: Item 86642 analyses the Hormuz chokepoint, putting the physical Brent price at 154
dollars and the gap between paper and physical prices at close to 50 dollars after reduced ship
traffic. This is the highest of the three oil figures printed across the hardline press in this cycle.

e Sub-item: Item 86639 carries the Yemeni armed forces spokesman saying King Khalid airport in
Riyadh and the Khamis Mushait air base were struck by missiles and drones.

e Sub-item: Item 86643 reports protesters disrupting a Trump rally in Ohio over his war policy and
being removed by security, with Trump reacting angrily during the speech. Item 86644 carries
the Middle East Studies Association saying 76 academics in the United States and Canada have
lost positions since October 2023 over pro-Palestinian positions.

e Sub-item: Item 86641 is a video from the Razavi shrine in Mashhad and from the tomb of the
late Ayatollah Khamenei, dated 20 Mehr 1405.

e Sub-item: Item 86658, citing the New York Times and unnamed sources, says Witkoff and
Kushner suspended a Russia trip until relations between Trump and Zelensky are repaired, and
quotes Trump telling Zelensky to focus on a ceasefire with Putin.

ANALYST NOTE Kayhan's lead completes the pattern that defines this cycle. Where Charsou supplies the
parliamentary instrument against the foreign minister and Vatan-e Emrooz supplies the strategic
alternative, the Leader's flagship supplies the category: «l l>a5l;», those who hold an angle, is a label
designed to be applied without a charge, and the piece asks the president directly to remove the people
it describes from decision-making. Three hardline titles on one morning running three distinct
mechanisms against the same target is the strongest evidence of centrally guided message discipline
this monitor has recorded in the run. The absence of an author name on the editorial is itself worth noting
against the title's usual practice; it is reported here as an absence and not interpreted.




Appendix A: The Leader's message - documented absence for this
cycle

Negative finding across ten front pages, six newspaper channels and three agency wires of 21 Mehr 1405

No message, speech, portrait or words presented as spoken by the sitting Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei,
appears on any of the ten front pages gathered for this cycle, on any of the six newspaper channels
read, or on any of the three agency wires. The Leader's official sites were not reachable at the time of
compilation, so this appendix documents the absence rather than translating a text, and flags the
appendix as partial on that basis.

The Leader is nonetheless present in the edition in three indirect forms, and each is recorded here
because the form carries the significance. First, as a legal predicate he did not supply: the
impeachment motion against the foreign minister, registered on 6 October 2026 by the Tehran deputy
Amir-Hossein Sabeti and carried across Charsou's entire front page on this morning, rests on the
charge that Abbas Araghchi met the American envoy Steve Witkoff at the UN General Assembly on 22
September without the permission of Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei and without coordination with the
Supreme National Security Council. The Leader's authorization is therefore the central contested fact
of the day's biggest domestic political story, and the Leader has not spoken to it on any surface
reachable here.

Second, as his predecessor rather than himself. Charsou's indictment of the foreign minister is
anchored not to the sitting Leader but to «oMail xgiw un,», the martyred Leader of the Revolution,
meaning Ali Khamenei, assassinated on 28 February 2026: «gulie 5,5, jl slail s jexo ipge Sl o
a7, s aillonsel bl o ool camlw cudlo 0)lyo CMNail 2gabs sud) e sblxid Obo abold (oasl e
el HiSuils U $9lg5 & uliws 08l jI». Kayhan's channel carries at item 86641 a video filmed at the
Razavi shrine in Mashhad and at the tomb of the late Ayatollah Khamenei, dated 20 Mehr 1405.

Third, by the date of his last retrievable statement. The most recent message attributable to Mojtaba
Khamenei in the external record is dated 8 October 2026 and concerns the resilience of Iran's
domestic security forces under American and Israeli strikes; it is single-sourced in the retrievable
record and is noted here with that caveat. He has not appeared in public since being injured in the
strikes, and his messages are issued in writing.

Analyst flag: the combination is itself the finding. A sitting Leader whose authorization is the legal
question in a parliamentary impeachment, whose predecessor's words are being used as the yardstick
in that impeachment, and who has issued nothing on any surface in this cycle, is an absence with a
shape. This monitor records it as a tracking item and does not interpret it further: no cover in this
edition offers evidence about the reason.



Appendix B: The day's flagged editorial - Kayhan, «cél .o 'oLSa j, sBT

il «byyloas9l;»»

Kayhan channel item 86656, posted 04:52 local, 21 Mehr 1405 / 13 October 2026; raw record at raw/kayhan-editorial-
86656.txt

Verification of authorship, stated first because it is the appendix's principal caveat: the post is labelled
at its head «plesS =i su> Ju,l3», a Kayhan analytical news report, and carries the hashtags
HSo_iw# ojug_ > and # uwwluw_guug . It carries NO author name and it is NOT labelled «cuilsol
J9u», the rubric under which the managing editor Hossein Shariatmadari signs. This monitor therefore
does not attribute the piece to him or to any individual, and records the unsigned status as a departure
from the title's usual practice on a lead of this weight.

Headline, as printed: «xizywe SUlas sbasu [ xmil «by)lra9l5» bl o 1oLy sB1». Mr Pezeshkian!
Beware of the «l,l>aigl;» / they are writing out dangerous prescriptions. «,lbagl;», literally one who
holds an angle, is regime vocabulary for a figure inside the system judged to be deviating from the line;
it is an accusation that requires no charge and admits no rebuttal, and it is retained in the original here
for that reason.

Opening line, verbatim as published: «xijuwe b g caws Siz aizlwigs 3WL o oiSuily oS o jg, ,o», in
the days when Washington is thrashing about in the self-made swamp of war.

The body text could not be retrieved verbatim. The only surface reachable from this runner is the
channel's web preview, which truncates quoted extracts, and the quotation above is the full extent of
the verbatim material obtained. What follows is therefore a RECONSTRUCTION of the argument as
carried on that surface, not a translation, and nothing in it should be reproduced as the paper's own
wording.

The argument, reconstructed: that figures inside Iran whom the piece calls «l,l>a5l;» are pushing
officials toward war and toward the rehabilitation of «ls344:», infiltrators, and should be removed from
decision-making; that Mohammad Javad Zarif's defence of the Treaty of Turkmenchay, the 1828
settlement that ceded Iranian territory to Russia and functions in Iranian political argument as the
archetype of capitulation, amounts to a justification of surrender; and that the United States uses
diplomacy to disguise a planned attack, so that negotiation should be rejected in favour of full military
readiness. The piece is addressed to the president by name and asks him to act against the people it
describes.

Analyst flag: the significance is the instrument rather than the opinion. Kayhan is not arguing against a
policy, it is asking a sitting president to remove unnamed people from decision-making on the basis of
a label that cannot be answered. Read against Charsou's impeachment cover and Vatan-e Emrooz's
weaponization cover on the same morning, three hardline titles are running three distinct mechanisms,
political, parliamentary and strategic, against the same target in one cycle. Verification note: the
Turkmenchay charge against Zarif is Kayhan's characterisation of remarks this monitor has not seen in
primary form, and it is not reproduced here as an accurate account of what Zarif said.



Appendix C: Methodology and sourcing notes

Compilation record for 21 Mehr 1405 / 13 October 2026

Coverage. Ten front-page scans were retrieved for 21 Mehr 1405, nine Persian from the
NewspaperTasnim kiosk aloum at t.me/NewspaperTasnim/45158 (posted 03:46 UTC) and one English
from the Newspapers_Iran album at t.me/newspapers_iran/3582 (posted 04:31 UTC). The stale-batch
guard compared the album's own printed Jalali date to the target date and matched on the first
attempt, so no fallback discovery was required and no page in this edition is carried over from a prior
day. Every masthead was identified from the scan itself rather than from any label supplied with the
file.

Scans read: Hamshahri, Vatan-e Emrooz, Javan, Sobh-e No, Sazandegi, Charsou, Ta'adol, Etemad,
Jomhouri Eslami and Iran Daily. Kayhan is included in this edition as a text source from its own
channel, not as a scan: it is not in the kiosk album for this date.

Text sources read in full: the channels of Kayhan, Vatan-e Emrooz, Jam-e Jam, Etemad, Iran and
Sobh-e No as newspaper surfaces, and Defa Press, Fars News and Nour News as agency wires.
Agency material is used for corroboration and for the threat register only and is not treated as front-
page evidence. Tehran Times was not available at the time of compilation and contributed nothing to
this edition. The Leader's official sites were likewise not available.

Resolution limits. The scans are supplied at roughly 800 pixels on the long edge. Lead headlines,
standfirsts and banner text are legible after cropping and upscaling; body text and some rail headings
are not. Where a heading could not be transcribed with confidence it is marked as such in the per-
paper entry and is excluded from the judgments. This affects, specifically: two rail items on Jomhouri
Eslami's left column, the day-note headings on Javan and Sazandegi, and the second world banner on
Sazandegi.

Accuracy corrections made in compiling this edition, recorded because the errors would otherwise
have entered the product. First, the Charsou impeachment figure was initially read as 75 signatures
and is 35; the printed line is «wdwl sl)gui jul=e oxislei Y0 slasl L». Second, the Vatan-e Emrooz
right-rail item concerns «5,¢9,9», RAF Fairford in England, and not Fordow in Iran; the two are near-
homographs in Persian script and the external record confirms Fairford. Third, and most
consequentially, the Iran Daily lead photograph does not report a new strike: the Minab school attack
occurred on 28 February 2026, and what is new in this cycle is a surviving pupil's letter and the foreign
minister's pledge of an international accountability push.

Attribution firewall. Iranian military and battle-damage claims in this edition are labelled as claims
throughout and are not adopted as fact. These include: the Army Navy deputy commander's assertion
of deadly blows to the US Navy and of an American withdrawal from Iran's maritime approaches
(Sobh-e No banner, channel item 116695); the defence ministry's 2.5-times production figure and
Hamshahri's accompanying figures of 9,300 companies and 90 percent self-sufficiency; the claim on
Jomhouri Eslami's cover, itself attributed to an American senator, that Iran destroyed billion-dollar
American bases in a few days; and all Yemeni operational claims carried on the Iranian wires. Second-
hand renderings of foreign speakers, in particular the Wall Street Journal report of the Saudi crown
prince moving between shelters and the unnamed senator quoted by Jomhouri Eslami, remain flagged:
quoting a rendering does not verify it, and these are not to be reproduced as authentic without
primary-source confirmation.



Single-source and unverified items, listed rather than buried. The 35-signature figure appears on one
cover and is not corroborated in the retrievable record, which confirms only that a motion was
registered on 6 October by Amir-Hossein Sabeti over the 22 September Witkoff meeting. The
identification of the cleric on Sobh-e No's cover as Hojjat al-Islam Hamed Kashani could not be
confirmed and the page is reported as printed. The claim carried on two channels that 48 villages in
southern Lebanon have been completely destroyed is not corroborated; the nearest external figure,
roughly 65 towns and villages under Israeli occupation in the south, measures a different thing. The UK
deployment of air defence and a Voyager tanker to Saudi Arabia appears on Nour News at item 401516
and could not be confirmed externally. The figure of 76 academics in Kayhan item 86644 is the Middle
East Studies Association's, carried as such.

Numbers printed in the same cycle without reconciliation, recorded as a finding rather than resolved.
Three hardline surfaces give three different oil prices on one morning: Sobh-e No's cover headline
says 107 dollars, Vatan-e Emrooz item 28346 gives dated Brent at 131 with some grades above 150,
and Kayhan item 86642 gives a physical Brent of 154 with a paper-to-physical gap near 50. The
benchmarks are not stated on any of the three surfaces, which is sufficient to explain part but not all of
the spread.

Externally verified in compiling this edition: the defence ministry spokesman Reza Talaei-Nik's 6
October statement of 2.5 times pre-war production capacity; the registration of the Araghchi
impeachment motion and its grounds; Mohsen Rezaei's position as secretary of the Supreme National
Security Council and his 12 October statement that the American response to Iran's seven conditions
was insufficient; the identity of Ahmad Vahidi as IRGC commander-in-chief and the content of his Navy
Day message on the Strait of Hormuz; the British prime minister Andy Burnham's 12 October statement
on RAF Fairford, the seven arrests and the release of all suspects without charge; the extended closure
of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh and the airline suspensions; the EU Foreign Affairs
Council's 12 October establishment of the EU Support Mission in Lebanon with a three-year mandate,
not deploying in the south, against UNIFIL's 31 December 2026 end of operations; and the date,
location and casualty range of the 28 February 2026 Minab school attack.

Handling. This product documents and analyses hostile foreign-press rhetoric for defensive
assessment only. Nothing in it endorses, amplifies or operationalizes that rhetoric, and no claim carried
from an Iranian surface is asserted here as fact unless the external verification is stated alongside it.

Open-source material only. All translations from Persian/Arabic originals. Iranian claims are labelled as claims. Prepared for analysis
and early warning; hostile content is documented for defensive assessment only, not endorsed.



