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Executive Summary

Day 139 is a diplomacy-on-trial edition: the single cross-cutting story is Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi's
recent interview on the war and negotiation, and the edition's most significant move is what the hardline press
did with it. Sobh-e Iranian devotes its whole front page to a rebuttal, built around a 'vicious circle' graphic (War
leads to Negotiation, Negotiation to Miscalculation, Miscalculation back to War) whose argument is that the
diplomatic track does not end the cycle but powers it. Two signed op-eds, Alireza Kheradmand's 'Dogmatic
Diplomacy' and Mohammadreza Zaheri's 'A miscalculation catastrophe: the dogmatism of a naive foreign
policy,' invert the usual vocabulary so that it is now the negotiators, not their critics, who are branded rigid
ideologues (tahajjor). The subhead enlists the Leader's own verdict, asking why he deemed the 'Islamabad
understanding' (the ceasefire memorandum suspended in the prior cycle) a 'dark experience.' This is the
diplomatic-track sequel to yesterday's Kayhan 'fifth column' editorial: having sought to criminalize the cost-of-
war argument, the hardline camp now moves to delegitimize the negotiate-an-exit argument, and it borrows
the leadership's language to do so.

The same interview is carried to the opposite end by the government and reformist and economic titles, which
is why it, and not a strike, organizes the day. The government daily Iran trails 'Araghchi's untold accounts of
the war and the negotiation' at the top of a page otherwise given to home-front reassurance; the reformist
Sazandegi foregrounds his warning that the 'security gap' which enabled the bombing of the Leader's
residence and the assassination of the martyred predecessor 'still exists,' turning the interview into a demand
for accountability for the February failure rather than a case against diplomacy; and the economic Ta'adol lifts
his line that 'one cannot gamble with the destiny of the country and its people' as a caution against escalation.
One interview thus anchors both the hardline case that negotiation is the error and the reformist case that the
real error was the unaddressed intelligence breach.

Beneath the diplomacy fight, the strike campaign against US regional bases continued, still branded and still
attacker-sourced. Qods leads on 'pinpoint messages' delivered to US bases on Jordanian soil; Farhikhtegan
maps struck bases across Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan and the Gulf under 'a chastening of Satan's bases' and
threatens to make the Persian Gulf 'the graveyard of Trump's soldiers'; Vatan-e Emrooz frames an 'Iranian
equation' of sustained pressure on US command centers and air defenses, naming the Al-Azraq base and a
Kuwait desalination facility; and the IRGC wires brand the effort 'Operation Nasr 2,' waves 21 and 22, against
Aqaba and Ali al-Salem. The English Iran Daily packages the campaign for foreign readers by anchoring its
fatality claim to CENTCOM ('two soldiers killed in Iranian strikes on Jordan'), the one US-attributed element in
the edition, though it reaches readers only as an Iranian outlet's rendering. Operation labeling is not uniform:
Etemad still calls the effort 'Saaegheh 16.' Treat the continuing exchange as probable and every base-by-
base and casualty tally, including the two US dead, as claim to be confirmed elsewhere.

Two quieter but coordinated lines fill out the page. A home-front-reassurance cluster runs across orientations:
Iran kills an evacuation rumor about the Kharg crude-export island ('this is Kharg; life goes on'), Jomhouri-ye
Eslami has the Hormozgan governor declare 'a full return of stability' on all provincial transport routes, and
Qods and Etemad file southern-resilience dispatches ('the sound of life is louder than the blasts,' 'here, war is
alive') - reassurance that is now itself a message-discipline product. And the economic press turns the
chokepoint doctrine outward: Chaharsoo devotes its front page to a claimed US 'gasoline crisis' (pump prices
near four dollars, inventories at their lowest since 2012, political anger at Trump), Farhikhtegan advertises
'twenty million barrels a day behind Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb,' and Jam-e Jam keeps the domestic bill in
view with a 4,200-megawatt grid loss and an 80 percent Gulf LNG decline. Net assessment: this is a line-
hardening edition, not a fresh-escalation one. The verifiable development is rhetorical and internal - the



leadership's line has moved from repudiating a specific deal to putting negotiation itself on trial - while the
battlefield claims outrun corroboration, the home front is being managed as a morale problem, and the
economic titles keep both an outward leverage claim and the domestic cost of the war visibly on the same
page. Note also what is absent: Israel and Lebanon are largely off the front pages this cycle, the confrontation
on the page having narrowed to US bases, Jordan, Kuwait and the Strait of Hormuz.

BOTTOM LINE  The Foreign Minister's interview on the war and negotiation became the day's cross-cutting
story, and the hardline press used it to put the diplomatic track on trial (relabeling negotiation 'dogmatism' and
invoking the Leader's 'dark experience' verdict on the ceasefire memorandum), while the strike campaign
against US bases in Jordan and Kuwait continued as attacker-sourced claim, a coordinated home-front-
reassurance line declared the south stable, and the economic press turned the chokepoint squeeze outward
into a claim of American gasoline pain.

CRITICAL SOURCING NOTE  Compiled from nine Persian front-page scans (Iran, Sobh-e Iranian, Qods,
Farhikhtegan, Sazandegi, Chaharsoo, Etemad, Ta'adol, Jomhouri-ye Eslami) read by vision, one English print
(Iran Daily), four daily outlet Telegram channels read as text where no scan was in the batch (Kayhan, Vatan-e
Emrooz, Jam-e Jam, Sobh-e No), and three agency wires (Defa Press, Fars News, Nour News) used only for
corroboration. Tehran Times was unavailable at the time and is omitted. All military and battle-damage claims are
single-side sourced and reported as claims; the CENTCOM-attributed US fatalities reach readers only through an
Iranian outlet and are not independently confirmed; second-hand foreign-press items (the Wall Street Journal via
Etemad, Jean-Francois Colosimo via Kayhan, Al-Mayadeen via Jomhouri-ye Eslami) remain flagged. Operation
branding is inconsistent across outlets ('Nasr 2' waves 21-22 versus 'Saaegheh 16') and is noted rather than
resolved. A Sazandegi top-strip item appearing to reference former FM Mohammad Javad Zarif was not fully
legible and is not relied upon; the Jomhouri-ye Eslami notice for the martyrdom of Imam Hassan Mojtaba is a
routine Shia commemoration unrelated to the current Leader. The current Leader is named in print today as
'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei' (Farhikhtegan); 'the martyred predecessor' denotes Ali Khamenei,
assassinated 28 February 2026.

Macro Trend Analysis

1  The diplomatic track is put on trial, not just a specific deal
The prior cycle repudiated the ceasefire memorandum; this one moves against negotiation as such. Sobh-e
Iranian's 'vicious circle of dogmatism,' with its two signed op-eds relabeling diplomacy 'tahajjor' and invoking
the Leader's 'dark experience' verdict, reframes the case for talks from a policy position into an ideological
failing. This is the diplomatic-track analogue of the Kayhan 'fifth column' editorial: after the cost-of-war
argument, the negotiate-an-exit argument is the next target of the message-policing campaign, and the
leadership's own language is being used as the instrument.

2  One interview, two opposite uses, refracting the elite split
Foreign Minister Araghchi's war-and-negotiation interview is the day's cross-cutting text precisely because the
camps read it against each other. The hardliners (Sobh-e Iranian) treat it as the confession of a naive
diplomacy; the reformists (Sazandegi) foreground his 'the security gap still exists' warning to reopen
accountability for the February assassination; the government daily and the economic press (Iran, Ta'adol) lift
his 'do not gamble with the country's fate' caution toward restraint. The same words anchor both the case
against diplomacy and the case against the leadership's own security record.

3  The US-base strike campaign continues, rebranded and attacker-sourced



The kinetic line held its place below the diplomacy fight: 'pinpoint messages' to US bases in Jordan (Qods), a
struck-bases map and a 'graveyard of Trump's soldiers' threat (Farhikhtegan), an 'Iranian equation' of
sustained pressure naming Al-Azraq and a Kuwait desalination plant (Vatan-e Emrooz), and 'Operation Nasr
2' waves 21-22 on the IRGC wires. The English Iran Daily anchored the two-US-dead claim to CENTCOM for
foreign readers. The labeling is inconsistent (Nasr 2 versus Etemad's 'Saaegheh 16') and every specific target
and casualty figure remains single-side sourced.

4  Reassurance as a managed product: the home front declared stable
A coordinated reassurance line ran across orientations: an official denial of any Kharg-island evacuation
(Iran), a governor's declaration of 'full stability restored' on Hormozgan's transport routes (Jomhouri-ye
Eslami), and southern-resilience dispatches (Qods, Etemad). Paired with health-insurance extensions and
farmer payments, the effect is to treat domestic morale and economic anxiety as a front to be managed
centrally, an implicit acknowledgment that the war's home-front cost is a vulnerability the leadership judges
worth actively countering.

5  The chokepoint doctrine turned outward into an economic-warfare claim
The economic press kept both halves of the ledger on the page. Chaharsoo devotes its front to a claimed US
'gasoline crisis' (four-dollar pump prices, inventories at a 2012 low, political anger at Trump), and
Farhikhtegan advertises 'twenty million barrels a day behind Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb' - selling the
coercion doctrine as pain inflicted on the American consumer. Yet Jam-e Jam's 4,200-megawatt grid loss and
80 percent Gulf LNG decline, and Ta'adol's crisis-relief prescriptions, keep the domestic cost equally visible:
the leverage claim and the self-inflicted-cost warning share the same page.

Key Judgments

KJ-1 [HIGH]  The Foreign Minister's interview became the day's cross-cutting story, and the hardline press
used it to put the diplomatic track itself on trial. Sobh-e Iranian's entire front page - a 'vicious circle of
dogmatism' graphic plus two signed op-eds ('Dogmatic Diplomacy,' 'A miscalculation catastrophe') - relabels
negotiation as 'tahajjor' and anchors the charge to the Leader's 'dark experience' verdict on the ceasefire
memorandum, while Iran, Sazandegi and Ta'adol carry the same interview to opposite ends. Significance:
the leadership line has moved from repudiating a specific deal to delegitimizing the act of negotiating, the
diplomatic-track sequel to the prior edition's 'fifth column' move against the cost-of-war argument; the
domestic off-ramp is being narrowed rhetorically even as no new battlefield fact requires it.

KJ-2 [MODERATE-HIGH]  The strike campaign against US regional bases continued but remained attacker-
sourced, and even its one US-attributed element reaches readers only as an Iranian rendering. Qods
('pinpoint messages' to Jordan), Farhikhtegan (struck-bases map), Vatan-e Emrooz ('Iranian equation'
naming Al-Azraq and a Kuwait desalination plant), Sobh-e No (Darkhovin and Abadan strikes claimed) and
the IRGC wires ('Nasr 2' waves 21-22 on Aqaba and Ali al-Salem) all sit on one side; Iran Daily anchors
'two US soldiers killed in Jordan' to CENTCOM but carries it as its own report. Operation labeling is
inconsistent ('Nasr 2' versus Etemad's 'Saaegheh 16'). Significance: treat the continuing exchange as
probable and every base-by-base target and casualty figure, including the two US dead, as messaging to
be confirmed from outside this monitor.

KJ-3 [MODERATE-HIGH]  A coordinated home-front-reassurance line is the edition's second guided
message, indicating the leadership treats domestic morale as a front. Iran kills an evacuation rumor about
the Kharg crude-export island; Jomhouri-ye Eslami has the Hormozgan governor declare 'a full return of



stability' on all provincial transport routes; Qods and Etemad file southern-resilience dispatches; social-
support items (health-insurance extension, farmer payments) reinforce the tone. Significance: reassurance
calibrated this consistently across orientations is itself a message-discipline product, an implicit admission
that economic anxiety and displacement in the south are vulnerabilities the leadership judges worth
centrally managing rather than ignoring.

KJ-4 [MODERATE-HIGH]  The economic press is converting the Hormuz chokepoint doctrine into an outward
economic-warfare argument while keeping the domestic cost visible. Chaharsoo's front-page US 'gasoline
crisis' (four-dollar pump prices, inventories at a 2012 low, anger at Trump) and Farhikhtegan's 'twenty
million barrels behind Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb' sell the squeeze as American pain; Jam-e Jam's 4,200-
megawatt grid loss and 80 percent Gulf LNG decline, and Ta'adol's crisis-relief prescriptions, keep the self-
inflicted cost on the same page. Significance: the coercion doctrine is now being marketed as a winning
US-facing strategy, but the economic titles have not abandoned the counter-argument that the chokepoint
pressure damages the economy it claims to defend - the restraint signal persists beneath the leverage
claim.

KJ-5 [MODERATE]  Negative-evidence judgment: Israel and Lebanon are largely absent from the front
pages this cycle, and the axis of confrontation on the page has narrowed to US bases, Jordan, Kuwait and
the Strait of Hormuz. Gaza surfaces only as an attributed Kayhan item (a Palestinian figure's count of Israeli
ceasefire violations); no monitored front page leads on Israel or the Lebanese front. Significance: the
messaging has consolidated around the US-Iran military-economic contest, and the near-total absence of
the Israel and Lebanon flashpoints is a finding in its own right - a shift back to either would be a signal, and
the current silence should be logged rather than read as de-escalation.

KJ-6 [MODERATE]  The succession-imagery vacuum noted in earlier editions continues to close: the
current Leader is now routinely named in print. Farhikhtegan attributes the day's resistance line directly to
'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei,' and the principlist titles route the Iraq-gratitude message and the
'unity around the guardian' theme (Sobh-e No) through his authority. Significance: the leadership is now
comfortable foregrounding the current Leader by name and title, though the hardest deterrent and
enforcement lines are still voiced through the flagship (Kayhan) and the IRGC wires rather than in his own
words - the managed-succession pattern persists and remains worth tracking.

Named-Figure Tracker

Figure
Role /
relevance

Today's framing Flag

Abbas Araghchi Foreign
Minister

His war-and-negotiation interview is
the day's cross-cutting text: attacked
by the hardliners as 'dogmatic
diplomacy,' foregrounded by reformists
for his 'the security gap still exists'
warning, and cited by the economic
press for 'do not gamble with the
country's fate'; abroad, Iran Daily
elevates his 'reshaped West Asia
security structure' line.

WATCH



Figure
Role /
relevance

Today's framing Flag

Mojtaba Khamenei Leader (in
current
coverage)

Named in print as 'Ayatollah Seyyed
Mojtaba Khamenei' (Farhikhtegan); his
message of gratitude to the Iraqi nation
over the martyred predecessor's
funeral procession leads Qods, and his
'dark experience' verdict on the
memorandum is the premise of the
hardline attack on diplomacy.

NEW
NAMED
FIGURE

Masoud Pezeshkian President Shown on home-front visits and calling
for integrated oil-and-gas management
('flare-gas recovery as a technical,
economic necessity') - the
government's continuity-and-
governance register.

WATCH

Donald Trump US
President

Target framing throughout: 'graveyard
of Trump's soldiers' (Farhikhtegan) and
the object of a claimed domestic
'gasoline crisis' turning American
opinion against him (Chaharsoo).

TARGET
FRAMING

Hossein Raghfar Economist Interviewed by Ta'adol prescribing four
crisis measures for the deprived
classes; used to argue the war's true
front is the shrinking household
budget.

NEW
NAMED
FIGURE

Mohammad Javad Zarif Former
Foreign
Minister

Appears to be referenced in a
Sazandegi top-strip item whose exact
claim was not legible from the scan;
noted as a possible escalation of the
intra-elite fight toward naming
individuals, but not relied upon.

WATCH

Benjamin Netanyahu / the Israel and Lebanon fronts Adversary
framing
(prior
editions)

Conspicuously absent from the front
pages this cycle; the confrontation on
the page has narrowed to the US,
Jordan, Kuwait and Hormuz, with Israel
appearing only via an attributed Gaza-
violations item in Kayhan.

absence
noted

Headline Summary Table

Outlet
Lead Headline
(English)

Orientation Theme Threat signal

Sobh-e Iranian The Vicious Circle of
Dogmatism

Principlist /
hardline

Negotiation itself reframed as a
self-defeating trap; a front-page
attack on the Foreign Minister's
interview, invoking the Leader's
'dark experience' verdict

HIGH: diplomacy
delegitimized as
dogmatism



Outlet
Lead Headline
(English)

Orientation Theme Threat signal

Iran This Is Kharg; Life
Goes On

Official
government daily

Home-front reassurance (no
Kharg evacuation) plus a trail for
'Araghchi's untold accounts of
the war and negotiation'

MODERATE: export-
terminal continuity,
reassurance

Sazandegi The Security Gap
Still Exists

Reformist
(Kargozaran)

Araghchi's warning turned into
accountability for the February
assassination; international legal
claim against complicit Arab
states

MODERATE:
accountability and
intelligence-failure
focus

Ta'adol Four 'Solutions' to
the Economic Crisis

Economic Raghfar interview on the war's
household-budget cost;
Araghchi's 'do not gamble with
the country's fate' read toward
restraint

LOW-MODERATE:
economic-cost and
restraint framing

Iran Daily (English) Armed Forces
Escalate Retaliatory
Campaign Against
US Regional Bases

State English
daily

US-base campaign messaged
abroad; 'CENTCOM: two soldiers
killed in Jordan'; Araghchi on a
reshaped security structure

HIGH: US-base
strikes, US-
confirmed fatalities
messaged abroad

Qods Pinpoint Messages,
Delivered Far Afield

Conservative
(Astan Quds
Razavi)

Jordan strikes as precise
'messaging'; the Leader's
gratitude to Iraq; southern
resilience

HIGH: cross-border
strikes valorized as
precise 'messages'

Farhikhtegan A Chastening of
Satan's Bases

Principlist (Azad
University)

Struck-bases map; 'graveyard of
Trump's soldiers'; dual-
chokepoint (Hormuz plus Bab-el-
Mandeb) leverage; names
Mojtaba Khamenei

SEVERE: 'graveyard
of Trump's soldiers,'
dual-chokepoint
threat

Kayhan America in Shock at
Iran's Telling Blows

Hardline flagship
(Leader's office /
IRGC)

'New rules of engagement' on
CENTCOM; US logistics
'destroyed'; Operation Nasr 2; a
borrowed French voice on
Western decline

SEVERE: 'new rules
of engagement,' US
logistics 'destroyed'

Vatan-e Emrooz The Iranian Equation
Begins

Hardline /
principlist

'Sustained pressure' doctrine on
US command centers and air
defenses; Al-Azraq and a Kuwait
desalination plant named;
Hormuz threat

HIGH: sustained-
pressure doctrine,
infrastructure
targeting

Sobh-e No Unity Around the
Command of the
'Guardian'

Principlist Internal cohesion behind the
Leader's authority over the active
exchange; Darkhovin and
Abadan strikes claimed

HIGH: cohesion-
behind-the-Leader
messaging

Etemad Iran's Missile Trap Reformist WSJ-sourced claim of
neutralized US air defenses;
ground assault called least likely;
'Saaegheh 16'; southern front

MODERATE-HIGH:
missile-superiority
claim (foreign-press
sourced)



Outlet
Lead Headline
(English)

Orientation Theme Threat signal

Jomhouri-ye Eslami Full Return of
Stability Across All of
Hormozgan's
Transport Routes

Traditional /
establishment

Home-front recovery declared;
Al-Mayadeen on rising US anti-
war sentiment; health-insurance
and farmer-payment reassurance

LOW-MODERATE:
home-front recovery
reassurance

Jam-e Jam Grid Capacity Down
4,200 Megawatts
After War Damage

State
broadcaster
(IRIB)

Infrastructure and energy cost of
the war; 'second war over
Hormuz sovereignty'; 80 percent
Gulf LNG decline

MODERATE:
infrastructure-cost
accounting

Chaharsoo The Gasoline Crisis
in America

Economic /
business

Chokepoint squeeze turned
outward as US consumer pain
(four-dollar pump prices, 2012-
low inventories, anger at Trump)

MODERATE-HIGH:
economic-warfare
framing, chokepoint
leverage



HIGH: US-base strike campaign, US-confirmed fatalities messaged abroad

Per-Paper Front-Page Analysis

Iran Daily (English) State English-language daily

“Armed Forces Escalate Retaliatory
Campaign Against US Regional Bases”

Main: Leads for foreign readers on an escalating retaliatory campaign
against US regional bases, with the sub-line 'CENTCOM: Two soldiers killed
in Iranian strikes on Jordan' - anchoring the fatality claim to a US command
source to lend it weight abroad.

Banner: Top strip 'Iran's reprisals reshape West Asia security structure:
Araghchi' - the Foreign Minister framing the strikes as a structural regional
shift.

Sub-item: 'Pezeshkian calls for integrated management across oil, gas
sectors' ('flare gas recovery as a technical, economic necessity') - the
president on energy governance.

Op-ed: 'US war on infrastructure would end once costs outweigh gains' (an
interview) - an analytic piece on the Strait of Hormuz and the cost-benefit
logic of US strikes.

Right rail: 'Tajikistan could become Iran's trade hub in Central Asia' - a
corridor and soft-power thread for foreign readers.

ANALYST NOTE  The English state daily curates the day for an international audience: it anchors the Jordan-
casualty claim to CENTCOM (a Western source) rather than the IRGC wires, elevates Araghchi's 'reshaped
security structure' line, and keeps an economic-governance and Central-Asia-corridor register that softens the
war framing. The foreign-facing packaging remains consistently more sourced and less maximalist than the
Persian hardline titles.



MODERATE: home-front reassurance, export-terminal continuityIran Official government daily

“This Is Kharg; Life Goes On” »اینجا خارک است؛ زندگی ادامه دارد«

Main: Front-page lead on Kharg Island (خارک), the country's principal crude-
export terminal, carrying a commander's denial that any order to evacuate
the island was issued, countering what it calls rumor-mongering (برخلاف

.a reassurance line that the export hub keeps operating - (برخی خبرسازی‌ها

Banner: Top strip 'ناگفته‌های عراقچی از جنگ و مذاکره' (Araghchi's untold
accounts of the war and the negotiation), trailing the Foreign Minister's
interview that dominates several front pages today.

Sub-item: Photo package 'دولت کنار مردم آسیب‌دیده از جنگ' (The
government beside the people harmed by the war): President Pezeshkian's
field inspection reaching the Oil Ministry station - a home-front solidarity
frame.

Op-ed: 'اعتماد به مسئولان، ضرورت ملی در شرایط جنگی' (Trust in officials, a
national necessity under war conditions) and 'نسخه صادرات برای عبور از

unity-plus-economy - (An export prescription to pass the crisis) 'بحران
register.

Right rail: Culture and obituary items (a veteran cinema figure's death at 85;
a culture-ministry conference address) - normalcy signaling below the fold.

ANALYST NOTE  As the government daily, Iran's lead is calibrated reassurance: it uses an official denial to kill an
evacuation rumor about the Kharg export terminal, pairs it with presidential home-front visits, and keeps the
economy and 'trust in officials' in view, declining the maximalist strike-tally framing of the hardline titles. It
continues the government's role as the edition's continuity-and-restraint voice.



HIGH: diplomacy delegitimized as dogmatism, negotiation branded a trap

Sobh-e Iranian Principlist / hardline

“The Vicious Circle of Dogmatism”
»دور باطل تحجر«

Main: A lead graphic frames a 'vicious circle' (دور باطل) of War (جنگ) -
Negotiation (مذاکره) - Miscalculation (خطای محاسباتی) as a self-repeating
trap, arguing that negotiation itself reproduces the conditions for war;
anchored to a subhead asking why the Leader (Mojtaba Khamenei) deemed
the 'Islamabad understanding' (the ceasefire memorandum) a 'dark
experience' (تجربه تاریک).

Op-ed: 'دیپلماسی متحجر' (Dogmatic diplomacy) by Alireza Kheradmand
-a direct attack on Foreign Minister Araghchi's recent war ,(علیرضا خردمند)
and-negotiation interview, relabeling diplomacy advocacy as tahajjor (تحجر,
dogmatism/petrification).

Op-ed: 'فاجعه محاسباتی: تحجر سیاست خارجی خوش‌خیال' (A miscalculation
catastrophe: the dogmatism of a naive foreign policy) by Mohammadreza
Zaheri, set over an Araghchi portrait.

Sub-item: 'فراتر از برآوردها' (Beyond the estimates) by Mehdi Mahmoudi,
claiming the armed forces' fire and resulting US casualties and damage
'surprised even foreign observers' - amplification of the strike campaign.

Kicker: 'تشییع میلیونی، تغییردهنده معادلات مستکبران' (A millions-strong
funeral, changer of the arrogant powers' equations), carrying the mourning-
as-mobilization thread.

ANALYST NOTE  Sobh-e Iranian executes the sharpest move of the edition: it turns the Foreign Minister's own
interview into the exhibit for a campaign to delegitimize negotiation as such, relabeling diplomacy 'tahajjor' and
citing the Leader's 'dark experience' verdict on the memorandum. This is the diplomatic-track analogue of the
prior edition's Kayhan 'fifth column' editorial: both the cost-of-war argument and the negotiate-an-exit argument
are being reframed from honest dissent into enemy-aligned error.



HIGH: cross-border strikes on US bases valorized as precise 'messages'

Qods Conservative (Astan Quds Razavi, Mashhad)

“Pinpoint Messages, Delivered Far
Afield” »پیام‌های نقطه‌زنی در دوردست«

Main: Leads on the strikes against US bases on Jordanian soil as 'pinpoint
messages' (پیام‌های نقطه‌زنی) reaching distant targets, subheaded 'the
shrapnel of Iran's precise strikes on the American occupiers' bases in
Jordan' - the day's kinetic banner, framed as precise and message-bearing.

Sub-item: 'هندسه رابطه ایران و عراق' (The geometry of Iran-Iraq relations):
reads the Leader's (Mojtaba Khamenei's) message of gratitude to the Iraqi
nation for the martyred predecessor's funeral procession as a strategic-
realignment cue.

Sub-item: Southern home front - 'صدای زندگی بلندتر از صدای انفجارهاست'
(The sound of life is louder than the sound of the blasts), a resilience
narrative from the war-hit south (sea, road, hospital, homes).

Right rail: The custodian of Astan Quds Razavi, addressing commanders:
'increasing military power is the only path to deterring war and the enemies'
greed.'

Sub-item: A large World Cup retrospective feature, 'جامی که بیرون از زمین

normalcy and culture below - (The cup that was won off the field) 'فتح شد
the fold.

ANALYST NOTE  Qods packages the Jordan strikes for a religious-conservative readership as disciplined
'messaging' and threads the Leader's Iraq outreach into a resistance-geometry frame, while the Astan Quds
custodian supplies the doctrinal 'deterrence through strength' line. The southern-resilience story keeps the
home-front cost visible without conceding vulnerability.



SEVERE: 'graveyard of Trump's soldiers,' dual-chokepoint threatFarhikhtegan Principlist (Azad University)

“A Chastening of Satan's Bases” »گوشمالی پایگاه‌های شیطان«

Main: A regional map plotting struck US bases across Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan
and the Gulf under the banner 'a chastening of Satan's bases' (گوشمالی

asserting America is taking 'one of the most significant ,(پایگاه‌های شیطان
blows in its history.'

Banner: 'خلیج فارس را گورستان سربازان ترامپ می‌کنیم' (We will make the
Persian Gulf the graveyard of Trump's soldiers), a maximalist deterrent
threat tying the strike campaign to Gulf geography, 'from Chabahar to
Hormuz.'

Analysis: 'مسیر مقاومت فعال از انسجام می‌گذرد' (The path of active
resistance runs through cohesion), citing the message of the Leader,
'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei' (آیت‌الله سیدمجتبی خامنه‌ای) - one of
the clearest printed confirmations this cycle of the current Leader's name
and title.

Sub-item: 'روزی ۲۰ میلیون بشکه نفت پشت هرمز و باب‌المندب' (Twenty million
barrels of oil a day behind Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb) - the dual-
chokepoint economic-leverage claim.

Kicker: 'خیلی تابلویید!' (You are being very obvious!), a jab drawn from a
Tehran city-council session report.

ANALYST NOTE  Farhikhtegan carries the edition's most maximalist deterrent packaging: a struck-bases map, a
'graveyard of Trump's soldiers' threat, and the dual-chokepoint (Hormuz plus Bab-el-Mandeb) leverage claim. Its
explicit 'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei' attribution is analytically useful: it confirms in print the succession
naming that earlier editions found conspicuously indirect.



MODERATE: accountability pressure, intelligence-failure focus

MODERATE-HIGH: economic-warfare framing, chokepoint leverage on US prices

Sazandegi Reformist (Kargozaran party)

“The Security Gap Still Exists” »حفره امنیتی همچنان وجود دارد«

Main: A foregrounded interview with Foreign Minister Seyyed Abbas
Araghchi warning that the 'security gap' (حفره امنیتی) that enabled the
bombing of the Leader's residence (بیت رهبری) and the assassination of the
martyred Leader (Ali Khamenei, 28 February 2026) has not been eliminated
and still shapes both decision-making and the psychological environment.

Op-ed: 'یادداشت روز: لزوم دادخواهی بین‌المللی' (Note of the day: the
necessity of an international legal claim), arguing certain Arab states are
complicit in the US attacks on Iran and should be pursued in law.

Sub-item: 'حامل پیام آمریکا' (Bearer of America's message), a report of a
coded message reportedly conveyed through an Iraqi intermediary.

Sub-item: A top-strip item appears to reference former foreign minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif; the exact wording was not fully legible from the
scan and is not relied upon here pending the printed text.

ANALYST NOTE  The reformist Kargozaran daily uses the very Araghchi interview that the hardliners attack to
make the opposite point: that an unresolved intelligence-security failure, not diplomacy, is the true vulnerability -
a pointed reframe that keeps accountability for the February assassination on the agenda. Its 'international legal
claim' editorial redirects blame outward at complicit Arab states rather than at Iran's negotiators.

Chaharsoo Economic / business

“The Gasoline Crisis in
America” »بحران بنزین در آمریکا«

Main: A full-page infographic arguing a US 'gasoline crisis': pump prices
around 4 dollars a gallon (diesel about 5), inventories near 210 million
barrels described as the lowest level since 2012, and rising political anger at
the Trump administration - framing the war's oil disruption as domestic pain
for Washington.

Sub-item: Ties the crisis to chokepoint pressure - a '20 million barrels' figure
behind the Gulf transit gap, a projected roughly 14 percent 2026 energy-
cost rise, a claimed roughly 58 percent price increase and a roughly 42-
million-barrel drawdown.

Foot: 'سکوت مقصران اختلالات بانکی' (The silence of those responsible for
the banking disruptions), a domestic accountability item on banking-system
outages.

ANALYST NOTE  Chaharsoo pivots from the prior edition's leadership-line banner to an economic-warfare
argument aimed outward: that the chokepoint squeeze is inflicting measurable pain on the US consumer and on
Trump's standing. The figures are outlet-sourced and directional, but the framing is the analytically significant
part - the economic press is now selling the coercion doctrine as a winning US-facing strategy, not merely a
domestic cost.



MODERATE-HIGH: missile-superiority claim (foreign-press sourced)

LOW-MODERATE: economic-cost and restraint framing

Etemad Reformist

“Iran's Missile Trap” »تله موشکی ایران«

Main: Leads on a claim, attributed to the Wall Street Journal citing US
officials, that Iran's high-speed, maneuverable missiles (hard to intercept)
have neutralized US air defenses - a second-hand foreign-press rendering,
not independently verified and flagged as such.

Sub-item: An Etemad interview assessing US options concludes a ground
assault would be 'the least likely and most dangerous option.'

Photo/caption: 'صاعقه شانزدهم' (Saaegheh Sixteen): reports the tenth day of
battle and 'the failure of US deterrence,' over an image of black smoke and
trucks on a southern road (Ahvaz).

Op-ed: 'دشمنی تاریخی' (Historical enmity) by Hadi Haghshenas; plus a
southern dispatch, 'اینجا جنگ زنده است' (Here, war is alive).

ANALYST NOTE  Even the reformist Etemad leads on a hard military claim, but routes it through a foreign-press
citation (WSJ) rather than the domestic wires, and pairs it with an analytic argument against escalation to a
ground war - preserving a restraint frame while not conceding the battlefield. Note that the operation branding
here ('Saaegheh 16') diverges from the 'Nasr 2' waves on the IRGC wires, a sign the campaign labeling is not
uniform across outlets.

Ta'adol Economic

“Four 'Solutions' to the Economic Crisis” »چهار »راه‌حل« بحران اقتصادی«

Main: An interview with economist Hossein Raghfar prescribing four
measures for the deprived classes under crisis conditions: distribution of
essential goods, tax-system reform, job creation, and the design of a
coherent economic system; warns that inflationary shocks have 'shrunk the
household table' (سفره).

Sub-item: Carries Foreign Minister Araghchi's line that 'one cannot gamble
with the destiny of the country and its people' (نمی‌شود با سرنوشت کشور و

.the pro-restraint reading of his interview - (مردم قمار کرد

Sub-item: 'جنوب نیازی به ترحم ندارد؛ چشم‌انتظار تصمیم است' (The south does
not need pity; it awaits a decision) - pressing for policy action on the war-hit
south.

Right rail: 'بورس در مسیر آرامش' (The bourse on a calmer path); a housing-
affordability item ('the dream of buying one square meter of an apartment').

ANALYST NOTE  Ta'adol makes the economic counter-case explicit: the war's true front is the household budget,
and Araghchi's 'do not gamble with the country's fate' is read as a caution against escalation. Alongside
Sazandegi and Chaharsoo, the economic press remains the edition's steadiest restraint signal, arguing the
war's cost is falling on the poorest.



LOW-MODERATE: home-front recovery and social-support reassurance

MODERATE: infrastructure-cost accounting, Hormuz-sovereignty framing

Jomhouri-ye Eslami Traditional / establishment

“Full Return of Stability Across All of
Hormozgan's Transport Routes” »بازگشت کامل ثبات در تمامی محورهای مواصلاتی استان هرمزگان«

Main: Cites the governor of Hormozgan announcing a 'full return of stability'
across all provincial transport routes and the repair of lines damaged in
what it calls 'American terrorist attacks' - a home-front recovery and
reassurance lead.

Sub-item: 'المیادین: مخالفت‌ها در آمریکا با جنگ علیه ایران در حال افزایش است'
(Al-Mayadeen: opposition within America to the war on Iran is rising) - a
second-hand regional-media claim.

Banner: A health-insurance extension (free coverage for the first-to-fifth
income deciles) and 30 trillion toman paid to wheat farmers - social-support
signaling.

Op-ed: A 'Martyr Ayatollah Beheshti' editorial on the duties of those 'at the
head' of society - an establishment-precedent frame.

Right rail: A religious commemoration notice for the martyrdom of Imam
Hassan Mojtaba (the Shia Imam) on 31 Tir - not to be conflated with the
current Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei.

ANALYST NOTE  The establishment daily's lead is pure reassurance: it uses the provincial governor to declare
the southern transport arteries fully restored, wraps it in social-welfare announcements, and reaches for the
Beheshti precedent for legitimacy. Its Al-Mayadeen citation is second-hand and directional, and the Imam
Hassan Mojtaba notice is a routine religious event flagged here only to prevent confusion with Mojtaba
Khamenei.

Jam-e Jam State broadcaster (IRIB)

“Grid Capacity Down 4,200
Megawatts After War Damage” »کاهش ۴۲۰۰ مگاواتی ظرفیت شبکه برق درپی خسارات جنگ«

Main: Leads on a 4,200-megawatt loss of grid capacity from war damage, with over 2,000 network
points reported hit and cumulative losses put above 60 trillion toman; notes the Jadask distribution
network restored to service.

Sub-item: Analyst Nima Akbarkani on 'the second war - over sovereignty of the Strait of Hormuz,'
reviewing the overnight US and Iranian target sets.

Sub-item: Cites an IEA figure of a roughly 80 percent drop in Qatari and Emirati LNG supply (March-
June versus 2025) amid Hormuz transit uncertainty.

ANALYST NOTE  The IRIB daily keeps the war's infrastructure and energy costs on the front page even as the
hardline titles trumpet the strikes - a state-media acknowledgment of the domestic price. Caveat: these grid-loss
and LNG figures track the prior edition's closely, so read them as a continuing running tally rather than
confirmed fresh damage for this cycle.



SEVERE: 'new rules of engagement,' US logistics 'destroyed'

HIGH: cohesion-behind-the-Leader messaging over an active exchange

Kayhan Hardline flagship (close to the Leader's office / IRGC), managing editor Hossein Shariatmadari

“America in Shock at Iran's Telling Blows” آمریکا«
در شوک ضربات کاری ایران«

Main: Leads that America is 'in shock' at Iran's strikes, claiming Iran has imposed 'new rules of
engagement' on CENTCOM and 'destroyed US logistical supply lines in the region.'

Sub-item: Reports 'Operation Nasr 2' strikes on the enemy's early-warning radar systems.

Op-ed: Attributes to French writer Jean-Francois Colosimo the claim that 'if Washington is defeated by
Tehran, Western authority will go into free fall' - a borrowed foreign voice, second-hand and not
independently verified.

Sub-item: Foreign desk cites a Palestinian government figure on 3,795 alleged Israeli ceasefire
violations in Gaza with over 1,000 deaths (an attributed claim).

Sub-item: Domestic notes - a 5.2-magnitude earthquake near Kermanshah; the Caspian closed
through 21 July for severe weather.

ANALYST NOTE  Kayhan sustains its maximalist register: enemy 'shock,' 'new rules of engagement,' severed US
logistics, and a borrowed Western voice to universalize the stakes. Its daily 'Yadasht-e Rooz' editorial was not
separately legible on the channel today, but the front-page line continues the flagship's role as the campaign's
loudest amplifier. Read the capability claims as messaging, not established battle damage.

Sobh-e No Principlist

“Unity Around the Command of the 'Guardian'” »»وحدت حول امر »ولی«

Main: Leads on 'unity around the command of the vali (guardian)' - the internal-cohesion pillar, aligning
the front behind the Leader's authority.

Sub-item: Reports claimed US strikes on the Darkhovin nuclear plant and missile strikes on Abadan,
alongside Iranian responses on US bases in Jordan and Kuwait (drone and ballistic).

Sub-item: Claims of intercepted surveillance drones and downed US cruise missiles, framed as
coordinated 'resistance-network' action.

ANALYST NOTE  Sobh-e No carries the unity-and-obedience pillar, subordinating the strike reporting to the theme
of rallying behind the Leader's command - the internal-discipline counterpart to the hardliners' outward
deterrence. Its US-strike claims (Darkhovin, Abadan) are single-side sourced and to be treated as claims.



HIGH: sustained-pressure doctrine, infrastructure targetingVatan-e Emrooz Hardline / principlist

“The Iranian Equation Begins” »آغاز معادله ایرانی«

Main: Frames an 'Iranian equation' on the eighth day of battle, with strikes concentrating on US
command centers, air-defense systems and support infrastructure across Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan
(naming the Al-Azraq base in Jordan and a Kuwait desalination facility).

Sub-item: Emphasizes claimed weaknesses in US air-defense systems and a shift from reactive
responses to 'sustained pressure.'

Sub-item: Points to threats against regional energy routes, including the Strait of Hormuz.

ANALYST NOTE  Vatan-e Emrooz supplies the doctrinal packaging - an 'Iranian equation' of sustained, target-set
pressure - and pushes the geography toward infrastructure (a Kuwait desalination plant), signaling a willingness
to threaten civilian-adjacent utilities. The eighth-day framing and target lists track the IRGC wires but are single-
side sourced and should be read as claims.



Appendix A - The Leader's lead message: gratitude to the Iraqi nation
(reconstructed from front-page renderings, partial)

Referenced on the Qods front page (پیام قدردانی رهبر معظم انقلاب از ملت عراق) and echoed across the principlist titles; the full
primary text was not retrievable at compile time, so this is a faithful reconstruction of the reported content, not a verbatim
translation.

The lead leadership message carried this cycle is attributed to the Leader (in current coverage, Mojtaba
Khamenei) and takes the form of a message of thanks to the nation of Iraq for its participation in the funeral
and farewell procession of the martyred predecessor (Ali Khamenei, assassinated 28 February 2026). As
rendered on the front pages, the message frames the cross-border mourning as evidence of a shared
religious and political bond between the two nations and as a demonstration of the 'resistance front's'
cohesion rather than as private grief.

Qods reads the message through a strategic lens under the heading 'the geometry of Iran-Iraq relations,'
presenting the Leader's gratitude as a deliberate cue about the alignment Tehran expects from Baghdad. The
recurrence of the funeral-procession motif across titles keeps the February assassination a live, mobilizing
grievance and supplies the emotional backdrop against which the day's strike claims and the hardening line
on negotiation are staged.

Verification note: only the front-page framing of the message was available at compile time; the exact
wording, dateline and any honorific formulas could not be confirmed against a primary source (khamenei.ir
was not retrieved this cycle). The attribution to the current Leader follows the printed titles, which name him
directly on at least one front page today (Farhikhtegan: 'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei'). Treat specific
phrasings as reported, not as a confirmed transcript.



Appendix B - The day's flagged editorial: 'Dogmatic Diplomacy' (Sobh-e
Iranian), on the Araghchi interview

Sobh-e Iranian front page, 29 Tir 1405; op-ed 'دیپلماسی متحجر' bylined Alireza Kheradmand (علیرضا خردمند), paired with 'فاجعه
Argument reconstructed from the .(محمدرضا ظاهری) bylined Mohammadreza Zaheri 'محاسباتی: تحجر سیاست خارجی خوش‌خیال
front-page text; the byline authors are read directly from the page.

Sobh-e Iranian devotes its front page to a rebuttal of Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi's recent interview on
the war and negotiation. Its organizing image is a 'vicious circle' (دور باطل تحجر) in which War leads to
Negotiation, Negotiation to Miscalculation (خطای محاسباتی), and Miscalculation back to War: the paper's claim
is that the diplomatic track is not a way out of the cycle but the mechanism that keeps it turning. The subhead
poses the loaded question of why the Leader deemed the 'Islamabad understanding' - the ceasefire
memorandum - a 'dark experience' (تجربه تاریک), enlisting the leadership's own verdict as the premise of the
argument.

The two signed pieces sharpen the charge. Kheradmand's 'Dogmatic Diplomacy' relabels the advocacy of
negotiation as tahajjor (تحجر) - a petrified, doctrinaire reflex - inverting the usual hardline-versus-pragmatist
vocabulary so that it is now the diplomats, not their critics, who are cast as rigid ideologues. Zaheri's
companion piece, 'A miscalculation catastrophe: the dogmatism of a naive foreign policy,' set over a portrait of
Araghchi, presses the same line: that a trusting, optimistic reading of the adversary is itself the strategic error.
The effect is to move the argument from 'this deal was bad' to 'seeking a deal at all is the error.'

Analyst flag: this editorial is the diplomatic-track analogue of the prior edition's Kayhan 'fifth column' piece.
Where that column sought to criminalize the cost-of-war argument, this one seeks to delegitimize the
negotiate-an-exit argument, and it does so by borrowing the Leader's 'dark experience' formula as cover. The
byline authors are verified from the page; the reconstruction of their argument is faithful to the front-page text
but is not a verbatim translation, and no quotation here should be reproduced as an exact rendering without
the primary print text.



Appendix C - Methodology and sourcing notes

iran-press-digest v2 pipeline, compiled 20 July 2026 (29 Tir 1405).

Sources: nine Persian front-page scans from the NewspaperTasnim batch (Iran, Sobh-e Iranian, Qods,
Farhikhtegan, Sazandegi, Chaharsoo, Etemad, Ta'adol, Jomhouri-ye Eslami) read directly by vision; one
English print (Iran Daily) from the Newspapers_Iran batch; and four daily outlet Telegram channels read as
text where no scan was in the batch (Kayhan, Vatan-e Emrooz, Jam-e Jam, Sobh-e No). Three agency wires
(Defa Press, Fars News, Nour News) were used only for corroboration and threat-signaling context, not as
front pages. Tehran Times was unavailable at the time of compilation and is omitted.

Attribution firewall: all military and battle-damage claims (Operation 'Nasr 2' / 'Saaegheh' waves, strikes on Al-
Azraq in Jordan, Ali al-Salem and Camp Arifjan in Kuwait, Aqaba, the two US fatalities in Jordan, tanker
destructions in the Hormuz approaches, US strikes on Darkhovin and Abadan) are single-side sourced to
Iranian outlets or the IRGC wires and are reported as claims, not established facts. The one US-sourced
element - CENTCOM's reported acknowledgment of two US soldiers killed in Jordan, carried by Iran Daily - is
flagged as a rendering by an Iranian outlet and not independently confirmed here. Second-hand foreign-press
items (Etemad citing the Wall Street Journal citing US officials on missile penetration; Kayhan citing the
French writer Jean-Francois Colosimo; Jomhouri-ye Eslami citing Al-Mayadeen) remain flagged and are not
verified.

Named-figure and translation caveats: the current Leader is named directly in print today (Farhikhtegan:
'Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei'); 'the martyred Leader' / 'martyred predecessor' denotes Ali Khamenei
(assassinated 28 February 2026). Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, President Masoud Pezeshkian, Deputy
FM Kazem Gharibabadi (from the prior edition's memorandum thread) and economist Hossein Raghfar are
attributed as printed. Operation branding is inconsistent across outlets ('Nasr 2' waves 21-22 on the wires
versus 'Saaegheh 16' in Etemad); the divergence is noted rather than resolved. A Sazandegi top-strip item
appearing to reference former FM Mohammad Javad Zarif was not fully legible and is not relied upon. The
Jomhouri-ye Eslami notice for the martyrdom of Imam Hassan Mojtaba is a routine Shia religious
commemoration and is not connected to the current Leader. Jam-e Jam's grid-loss and LNG figures closely
track the prior edition and are treated as a continuing tally. All English renderings of Persian headlines are
editorial translations. Per house style, the em dash is not used anywhere in this product.

Open-source material only. All translations from Persian/Arabic originals. Iranian claims are labelled as claims. Prepared for analysis and early
warning; hostile content is documented for defensive assessment only, not endorsed.


